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Job 38: 1, 8-11 
Psalm 107: 23-24, 25-26, 28-29, 30-31 
1 Cor 5: 14-17 
Mk 4: 35-41

 
 
 
As I've shared with you before, part of my responsibilities as a 

Catholic priest is not only serving the border town parishes and the 

Jerome Combs Detention Center. I have also served as a chaplain at the 

Stateville Penitentiary in Crest Hill, IL and I also teach theology courses 

at the University of St. Francis in Joliet. At the university, I teach three 

courses in the fall and three courses in the spring. 

In addition to all of this, there was a time when I also taught at the 

University of Dayton in Ohio. Some years ago, the folks at the university 

asked me to videotape a series of courses for them on specific aspects of 

the faith. One of the courses that I taped and produced online (which 

also can be found at our parish website) is a ten-part series on the 

liturgy, making the liturgy accessible for those who wished to learn 

about this “source and summit of our Christian life.” Within these 

videos, topics addressed the subject of signs, symbols, and rituals. We 
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talked about the basic prayers of the church. We ended the video series 

by offering the participants a “Walk through a Catholic Church” as well 

as a “Walk through the Liturgy” and the four basic parts of a liturgy that 

are based on the two basic customs of the Jewish faith life – the reading 

of scripture and the sharing of a meal. 

This homily addresses “A Walk through a Catholic Church,” which 

you can access both in the online Mass for this week and on the parish 

website. During this tour of a Catholic church building, we discussed 

how in any Catholic church throughout the world, we would encounter 

three basic parts that make up a church building – a Narthex (or 

welcoming space), the Nave (or the worshipping body of the church 

where the faithful gather to pray) and the Sanctuary (where the 

sacraments are conferred). In this tour, we also pointed out the basic 

accouchement that you would find in these three parts of the church from 

the baptismal font, the Stations of the Cross, the images of our Blessed 

Mother and St. Joseph, and the tabernacle, altar and presider’s chair you 

would find in a church sanctuary. 



!

Rev. Peter G. Jankowski Page 3 
12th Sunday OT – B June 19-20, 2021!

As we discuss in the video, the first part of the church, the Narthex, is 

a place of welcoming to tell people that God cares for them, that the 

people care for them and that folks often gather for a place for social, 

greeting and (if the space is large enough), a church might host group 

events like coffee and donuts or bible study. Liturgical guidelines 

recommend that the baptismal font be placed in the narthex of the 

church, which is an opportunity to encounter that very first sacrament 

we receive by entering the doors of the building’s sacred space. 

The most important part of the worship space is called the Sanctuary. 

Usually, a sanctuary is an elevated space to signify its hold presence; 

some churches separate the sanctuary with altar rails to separate its 

importance from the rest the church. In the sanctuary, most of the 

sacraments are conferred, especially the sacred eucharist, where the 

bread and wine is changed into the Body and Blood of Christ through 

the power of the Holy Spirit. Many churches place a tabernacle within 

the sanctuary; the word “tabernacle” is from the Latin word for “table,” 

on which rests the Body of Christ, or what we call “the Real Presence” of 

God. You can tell that God lives in that tabernacle by a lit tabernacle 
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lamp that shines in the church for 364 days a year (the only day the 

lamp does not shine is on Good Friday, the day we commemorate the 

Lord’s passion and death). 

For the sake of this homily, we focus today on the center portion of 

the church, the second part of a church building. We refer to this part of 

the church as the Nave, which comes from the Latin word “boat.” If you 

took a typical church Nave and if you flipped it upside down, a Nave 

kind of looks like a boat in some ways. The Nave of a church is the 

location where the community of faith gather to pray, to stand, sit, kneel 

and prostrate in front of the Blessed Sacrament of God. The Nave is 

supposed to represent a place of silence and reflection for the people of 

faith, which is why we encourage the faithful to remain silent in church 

so that the other members of the faith are allowed to pray to God. 

We say that once you enter a church, the believer leave the world of 

the mundane, the world of the secular. Mircea Eliade would call the 

mundane world outside of the church the world of the “profane.” When 

you enter the doors of a church, the believer chooses to leave the world 

of the mundane, the world of the profane and the daily activities of life. 
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When entering the church, the believer chooses to enter the world of the 

sacred where God resides and leads us/guides us in the practice of the 

faith. In the church space called the Nave, the believer joins the 

worshiping community when they sit to reflect on the word of God, 

stand at attention when God is present in church, kneel when the 

Blessed Sacrament is exposed and prostrate in total humiliation to God. 

The Nave provides the opportunity for the believer to feel safe, that 

God is going to lead them and guide them without the influences of the 

profane society in which we live. We are taught that this word boat (or 

Nave) is a symbol for Christ protecting us from the treacherous waters 

that often consume us; the boat provides a sanctuary where our Lord is 

to protect us and serve us. 

In the Nave, we metaphorically learn that Christ is the captain of that 

boat, that Christ leads us and protects in the boat. We learn in today’s 

gospel that obviously we can get out of the boa and we can try to walk 

on the treacherous waters, but without Christ's help, we also learn that 

we are going to sink in those same waters; without the Lord’s protection 

and without our faith, we are going to be swallowed up by the waters of 
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the profane which choose to engage in a lifestyle often contrary to the 

gospels. 

These treacherous waters symbolize what happens in the secular 

world when we leave the boat and leave our church building. The 

secular world has an entirely different set of values that go contrary to 

what God wants us to do and how God wants us to live. For this reason, 

we come to church and find protection in this nave so we can listen to 

the Word of God, comprehend the message of the gospel in today’s age, 

receive the sacrament so that we may be strengthened and then go out 

into the world, protected and led by God to do good in a society that 

often chooses to follow the of the profane and the life of evil. When we 

left the garden of Eden, we left that place of security; the Nave offers us 

a place to find that peace once again. If we understand the power of this 

Nave, we see it as a place of comfort, a place of love. 

This all said, so many folks, especially during the summer, do not 

want to live in the boat. People of faith will make excuses to live outside 

the boat, preferring a life of sleep or vacation or whatever other excuses 

are offered to live outside the boat than find protection and comfort 
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within it. The profane world often convinces the faithful to avoid 

entering this church to promote its own secular preferences. We learn in 

today’s gospel that when we leave this boat and turn away from Christ, 

a world that often seems more inviting than the world of God often 

swallows us up and destroys a faith that ultimately leads us to heaven. 

We learn in today’s gospel that God offers us an invitation into the 

boat and certainly can navigate our life outside of it. We learn that God 

continues to love us even when we choose not to love God. Whether we 

accept God’s invitation into the boat or being led by God outside of it is 

a choice completely in our hands; we can choose to allow God to protect 

us and lead us or we can go it on our own and ultimately sink in the 

waters of the profane. The gospel of Mark emphasizes the point that, 

like the disciples whom Jesus chose, we, too, are often unable to live 

outside the boat; when we leave the boat, we are consumed by waters 

that ultimately can destroy us instead of turning to God who wishes to 

rescue us and protect us. 

Notice how the world lives. In the Death and Dying Course I teach, I 

often mention how a third of our media offerings on television and 
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movies use death as a way of entertainment or fear to manipulate our 

senses. Fear is an important element of the profane world to control our 

lives. Knowing how COVID has affected our society this last year, the 

media has become so obsessed on that subject alone that we forget that 

most deaths in our world are the result of heart disease or cancer, which 

rarely are covered by the media. The three subjects outside of COVID on 

which our media obsesses are terrorism, violent deaths or  suicide. In 

the Catholic faith, the three virtues on which the Lord focuses is faith, 

hope and Christian charity. The former lead us to death and the 

consumption of the profane waters; the latter guide us to eternal life. 

We learn in our scriptures that despite the work of the profane, if we 

have the strength of Job, if we have that perseverance of faith, hope and 

love, no matter what bad happens to us in the world of the profane, God 

will protect our souls in the world of faith, a faithful soul that guides us 

to eternal life and the everlasting gaze of our Lord in the metaphorical 

boat of heaven. 

The scriptures tell us that as long as we are in the boat, we are 

protected. We also learn that even if God guides us out of the boat, if we 
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have faith in God, we can walk on water; we can move mountains. If we 

have faith, the size of a mustard seed, we view this boat as a place of 

security. Resting in this boat does not guarantee that the profane world 

is not going to come after us, but in this boat, the profane world cannot 

take our souls; the profane world cannot consume our spiritual lives. 

God is with us and God protects us and God will be with us to the end. 

That is why we sit in this boat today, so that we can be led by God. 

Let us never give up on God. Let us always find comfort and security 

in this boat and the place that we worship. Let us always take the 

opportunity to visit a church, to sit in those pews, to adore that Blessed 

Sacrament and give thanks to God for leading us and guiding us. Let us 

never lose our faith is we share this faith, this boat 

This is our prayer. 


