
 

Homily 
14th Sunday OT – A 
Rev. Peter G. Jankowski 
July 04-05, 2020 

Zec 9: 9-10Ps 145: 1-2, 8-9, 10-11, 
13-14 
Rom 8: 9, 11-13 
Mt 11: 25-30 

 
 
 

In reflecting about the life of faith, I have decided that all of us would 

be much better off if we associated ourselves with the life of a jackass 

than the life of a stallion. This sounds quite odd, but if you can get past 

the guttural notions that you might infer from this word, I would hope 

all of you might agree with this concept by the end of this homily. 

Consider the life of the noble steed. Tall, sleek, and with a finely 

combed mane, the horse appears as a dignified warrior-bearer during 

times of battle. We have seen grand fights on the movie screens 

depicting these battles of the cavalry, from Lord of the Rings and 

Braveheart to most movies starring Roy Rogers or John Wayne. Each 

year, we gaze into our television sets during the three races we call The 

Triple Crown (The Kentucky Derby, The Preakness, and The Belmont Stakes), 

admiring those three-year-old equines coming out of the final turn, 
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racing towards that finish line with great anticipation. We have horse 

shows, farm horses, and pet horses that draw the admiration and love of 

those that encounter these beautiful four-legged animals. 

And then there is the jackass. The name speaks for itself. Supposedly 

dumb, slow, and ugly, the jackass (also called a donkey or burro) comes 

to bear the symbol, for today’s times, of something that is not quite right 

for the world. I was thinking back in Quechultenango, Mexico (a 

mission city that the Chicago Archdiocese served for over a decade) 

where I witnessed the parish priest slowly and painfully ascending and 

descending the mountains each month on the back of a burro, serving 

the indigenous folk who were unable to attend Mass down in the city. I 

also have preached on occasion about a five-hour journey I once took 

some ten years ago to Paracutín, Mexico while seated on a wooden 

saddle of an old, decrepit burro. After the long journey to and from the 

mountain on that pine, wooden seat, the results from such a journey 

made me walk in such a way that swore me off from ever riding a burro 

again. 
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The fact is, to ride a stallion is to show oneself as a dignified and 

important person in today’s society; to ride on the back of a burro is to 

present oneself horribly. To ride a stallion is a sign of wealth and 

prestige; to ride the other one is to realize one’s lowly position in life – 

unlike the grand entrances of kings or dignitaries, the person who enters 

a town on a jackass symbolizes the life of a simple, unworldly sort. 

In today’s first reading, we are challenged to model ours lives like 

that of a burro as the type of life that most reflects that of heaven. 

Throughout our scriptures, the bible references the symbol of the ass 

almost 100 times to parallel the life of humility that all of us have been 

challenged to live by our Lord. In the fourth chapter of the Book of 

Exodus, for example, Moses enters Egypt with his family on the back of 

an ass in order to confront the Pharaoh on behalf of the chosen people of 

God. In the 22nd Chapter of the Book of Numbers, God speaks to a 

pagan named Balaam, a person most unworthy of Yahweh’s protection, 

through the mouth of a jackass, the meekest of all God’s creatures.  

And in today’s first reading from Zechariah, the prophet uses the 

symbol of the ass to represent the simplicity and peacefulness upon 
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which the divine Messiah enters into this New Jerusalem, as opposed to 

the image of the grand stallion which symbolizes violence and war. The 

prophet writes, 

 
“See, your king shall come to you; a just savior is he, meek, and 
riding on an ass, on a colt, the foal of an ass.” 
 
“Mira a tu rey que viene a ti, justo y victorioso, humilde y montado en un 
burrito.” 
 
 
This same theme becomes evident in the 21st Chapter of St. Matthew’s 

gospel. In Matthew’s account of the Lord’s final entry into Jerusalem, we 

once again focus on the mode of transportation on which Jesus 

approaches the town, the same humble means with which we have 

crossed paths in Exodus 4, Numbers 22, and almost 100 other times in 

the Old Testament. We encounter once again the same theme reiterated 

by the prophets numerous times in the Old Testament, that those who 

are meek shall inherit the earth. 

One theme from today’s readings is that God’s word appears so 

powerfully that even the meekest of creatures are affected by the love of 

God. Moreover, a second theme for today’s readings is that the meekest 



 

Rev. Peter G. Jankowski Page 5 
14th Sunday OT – A July 04-05, 2020 

of God’s creatures are the most able to recognize God’s presence because 

the meekest of God’s creatures symbolize the meekness of our Lord. The 

donkey represents the lifestyle most devoid of pride or arrogance that 

often consumes the life of those who turn to the trappings of the earthly 

life and are blinded from seeing the love of God. As modeled by our 

most humbled and peaceful Messiah on the cross, we are taught once 

again that the meek are symbolized by the Samaritans, the sinners, the 

sick, our own innocent children and, the world of non-sentient animals, 

by the poor and lowly jackasses that we often mock and disparage. 

This is why the words of today’s gospel become so powerful – the 

words of today’s gospel remove us from the realm of pride so that we 

may enter the realm of humility and peace.  Jesus tells us today, 

 
I give praise to you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, for although 
you have hidden these things from the wise and the learned you 
have revealed them to little ones… Come to me, all you who labor 
and are burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you 
and learn from me, for I am meek and humble of heart; and you will 
find rest for yourselves. For my yoke is easy, and my burden light. 
 
¡Te doy gracias, Padre, Señor del Cielo y de la Tierra, porque has escondido 
estas cosas a los sabios y entendidos, y las has revelado a la gente sencilla! 
… Vengan a mí, todos los que están fatigados y agobiados por la carga. 
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Tomen su yugo sobre ustedes y aprendan de mí, que soy manso y humilde 
de corazón, y encontrarán descanso, porque mi yugo es suave y mi carga 
ligera. 
 

Our Lord echoes this theme some five chapters earlier in the gospel 

of Matthew during his recitation of the beatitudes to his disciples: 

 
Blessed are you when they insult you, and persecute you and utter 
every kind of evil against you falsely because of me. Rejoice and be 
glad, for your reward will be great in heaven. 
 
Dichosos serán ustedes cuando los injurien, los persigan y digan cosas falsas 
de ustedes por causa mía. Alégrense y salten de contento, porque su premio 
será grande en los cielos. 
 
 
The gift that our Lord offers us today is the removal of the weight our 

earth has set upon us and has replaced this burden with the yoke of 

prayer and love, the yoke that removes spiritual poverty and violence 

and sin from our lives and opens our eyes to see the poverty and 

violence and sin of the world and then cleanse those ills of the world 

with the guidance of our Lord. We may choose to fight the world of man 

on the great steed of pride but we conquer the world while riding on the 
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back of humility, by taking on an attitude of a child while wearing the 

yoke of Christ, a yoke of peace and love. 

May we choose to engage this world wearing the yoke of Christ. May 

we solve the problems of the world in a spirit of prayer and peace and, 

in the biblical sense, may we all learn how to be a jackass to the people 

that we meet. This is our prayer. 


