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Is 55: 6-9 
Ps 145: 2-3, 8-9, 17-18 
Phil 1: 20-24, 27 
Mt 20: 1-16a 

 
 
 

THE LION’S SHARE (AN AESOP FABLE) 
I adapted the story (see italics) to make the story more Aesop than Grimm 
and trying to keep this homily more family friendly. 
 
A long time ago, the Lion, the Fox, the Jackal, and the Wolf agreed to 
go hunting together, sharing with each other whatever they found. 
 
One day the Wolf ran down a chicken and immediately called his 
comrades to divide the spoil. 
 
Without being asked, the Lion placed himself at the head of the feast 
to do the carving, and, with a great show of fairness, began to count 
the guests. 
 
“One,” he said, counting on his claws, “that is myself the Lion. Two, 
that’s the Wolf, three, is the Jackal, and the Fox makes four.” 
 
He then very carefully imagined the chicken being cut into four parts. 
 
“I am King Lion,” he said, when he had finished, “so of course I get 
the first part. This next part falls to me because I am the strongest; 
and this is mine because I am the bravest.” 
 
He now began to glare at the others very savagely. “If any of you 
have any claim to the part that is left,” he growled, stretching his 
claws meaningly, “now is the time to speak up.” 
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And while the others trembled with fear, the chicken ran away when no one 
was looking. 
 
Might makes right. 
 

This world is not fair. God is not fair. In this country, in this democracy 

(or if we were socialist or even totalitarian), governments are not fair. 

Even when we talk about everyone getting a fair salary or fair medical 

benefits, in the world of practicality there are always some that are 

going to get more than others. This world is not fair even with 

governments that claim to be just that. 

If life were fair, the people who worked hard would get paid well 

and there are a lot of people who work hard in this world who are not 

paid well. We all see people in this world who work really hard in 

school or in their families and they are not treated well. Sometimes in 

this government, people are convicted for crimes that they did not 

commit, and yet they spend many years in jail for that crime. And if we 

all think about it, there are many other things in life that are not fair, 

from the way oil companies raise gas prices to some ways the 
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government spends our tax money. No, there life is not fair in many 

ways. 

God is not fair… but here is a second truth, a more important truth: 

be glad God is just and not fair. If God were fair, then he would punish 

each of us exactly the way we sin against others. Even if we repented, 

we would still have to pay for our crimes. If we counted every sin that 

we have committed in this world and placed them before a fair God, he 

would have no choice but to punish us in the same way that we 

punished others. 

In the Old Testament, God would appear more “fair” than in the 

New Testament. At least in the Old Testament, God acts like a parent 

who doles out punishment for those who do not follow the rules of the 

house – disobey my rules and there are consequences to your actions. In the 

New Testament, God appears as a more loving and benevolent God, 

more to the kind of “best friend” as opposed to your stereotypical 

parent. 

There are so many different passages in the bible that talk about 

“fairness” and “justice”… 
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To practice justice is a joy for the just, but terror for evildoers. – 
Proverbs 21: 15 
 
“Stop judging,* that you may not be judged. For as you judge, so will 
you be judged, and the measure with which you measure will be 
measured out to you. Why do you notice the splinter in your 
brother’s eye, but do not perceive the wooden beam in your own 
eye? How can you say to your brother, ‘Let me remove that splinter 
from your eye,’ while the wooden beam is in your eye? You 
hypocrite,* remove the wooden beam from your eye first; then you 
will see clearly to remove the splinter from your brother’s eye. – 
Matthew 7: 1-5 
 
Again I saw under the sun that the race is not won by the swift, nor 
the battle by the valiant, nor a livelihood by the wise, nor riches by 
the shrewd, nor favor by the experts; for a time of misfortune comes 
to all alike. – Ecclesiastes 9: 11 
 

That fact is that the world is unfair yet we chose to live in this world 

when we chose to leave the Garden of Eden. This is a reality of our life 

similar to a cold splash of water to our face. The moral and hope of this 

homily is that God might not be fair but God is just. God is love. 

Whenever we come to God in reconciliation, he forgives us of our 

sins. Even if we come to God at the end of the day and most of the work 

in our life is done, God will give us his forgiveness. Despite what 

happens to us in the world, no matter how unfairly we are treated by 
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our superiors, our governments and even our peers, God is a God of 

love; God wants us to get to heaven. God loves us equally – each one of 

us. No matter what happens here on earth, if we love God, then God 

welcomes us there. If we truly give our life to God and pray for others, 

God will reward us in ways better than we can know. 

We learn in this relationship with God not to worry about our own 

destiny – we learn in the scriptures that we are not to try and gain favor 

with God for gain’s sake but to sacrifice our lives so that others can be 

saved, just as Jesus did the same for us. Our goal in life is to fill heaven 

with everyone else. If we can do this by filling heaven at the ninth hour, 

the tenth hour and the eleventh hour, at the last minute of the day… if 

we get folks to heaven by living like Christ, then how would God refuse 

us anything? 

I teach this lesson to the kids at the university and in the grade 

schools – God does not send anyone to hell; we send ourselves there 

through our actions when our actions show that we do not want to be 

with God (see Catechism #1033 - http://www.scborromeo.org/ccc/para/1033.htm). 

In reflecting on this story, I remind myself about Luke 16 and the story 
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of the Rich Man and Lazarus; the rich man who represents pride, greed 

and power. How many different leaders of institutions and 

organizations are more interested in power and luxury over sacrifice, 

service and mercy? The story of Lazarus represents “the last” who 

ended up resting on the bosom of Abraham while the rich man ended 

up tormented in hell represented the respected lives they chose to live 

on earth. We all are given that choice on earth and we all have been 

warned about the consequences of our actions. How we choose to heed 

those warnings determines our destiny – to be with God or to live 

separate from God. 

We see this message in today’s gospel. Here is a God who offers all of 

his love to any person that comes forward in the same way a farmer 

pays every worker the same amount of pay, even if the worker shows 

up the last hour of the day. Think about this – we have a great hope in a 

God who will accept us and our sins, but we have to come forward, ask 

God for his mercy and forgiveness, and live the life of a Christian. When 

we come forward, God gives us a love that is not fair, but just. We can 

never earn the amount of love God gives us, but he gives it to us 
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anyway. 

For the last few weeks, the readings from Matthew have talked about 

ways to draw ourselves closer to God, through the sacraments of 

reconciliation and the Eucharist. In general, many people tell me they do 

not like reconciliation because they have to confess their sins. Over the 

last few weeks, Matthew tells us that if we want this wonderful gift of 

love, we must come forward and offer our lives to God, we must place 

ourselves and our sins in front of God, and then we must go out and 

offer that love to others. Have we done this? Do we go to reconciliation? 

Do we leave this building and lead a Christian life, or does Christianity 

end as soon as Mass is over? I leave this building and ask these 

questions to myself as I live the life of a priest: Do I open my heart 

completely to God so that I may become a person through whom God 

can work? Each of us must ask ourselves the same question, the 

questions that our readings present us today: Do we seek the Lord? Is 

Christ exalted through me? Let us listen to the words of the Psalm 

today, which offer us great comfort in life: “The Lord is just in all his 

ways and holy in all his works. The Lord is near to all who call upon 
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him, to all who call upon him in truth.” 

I thought it would be appropriate to conclude my homily with a 

second fable from Aesop. This one is called “The Lion and the Mouse,” a 

story that is more indicative of the way we should conduct ourselves in 

the world of faith… 

 
THE LION & THE MOUSE (AN AESOP FABLE) 
 
A Lion lay asleep in the forest, his great head resting on his paws. A 
timid little Mouse came upon him unexpectedly, and in her fright 
and haste to get away, ran across the Lion’s nose. Roused from his 
nap, the Lion laid his huge paw angrily on the tiny creature to kill 
her. 
 
“Spare me!” begged the poor Mouse. “Please let me go and someday 
I will surely repay you.” 
 
The Lion was much amused to think that a Mouse could ever help 
him. But he was generous and finally let the Mouse go. 
 
Some days later, while stalking his prey in the forest, the Lion was 
caught in the toils of a hunter’s net. Unable to free himself, he filled 
the forest with his angry roaring. The Mouse knew the voice and 
quickly found the Lion struggling in the net. Running to one of the 
great ropes that bound him, she gnawed it until it parted, and soon 
the Lion was free. 
 
“You laughed when I said I would repay you,” said the Mouse. 
“Now you see that even a Mouse can help a Lion.” 
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A kindness is never wasted. 
 
 
Even a Christian, a lowly Christian, can save souls, staring with me and 

certainly with you. May we share this lesson of humility, this lesson of 

mercy and this lesson of justice with the people that we meet. This is our 

prayer. 


