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Am 8: 4-7 
Ps 113: 1-2, 4-6, 7-8 
1 Tm 2: 1-8 
Lk 16: 1-13 

 
 

Whenever I cross paths with this particular set of readings at Mass, I 

am reminded of one of my former parishioners that I happen to call 

“Senior Bob.” Bob O’Donnell has been a great inspiration to me in the 

vocational call that God has asked me to undertake. During his 

formative years, Bob and his wife Alice lived a block east of one of my 

former parishes, raising their five children and being very invested in 

the life of the parish. After he left the parish neighborhood where I once 

served, Bob subsequently moved to Arkansas for retirement, then to 

Arizona and finally to California where he currently lives near his 

daughter Anne. Anne tells me that Bob just stopped driving a mile and a 

half each day to attend Mass at age 91 and currently lives at an adult 

care facility in Sedona, CA. 

On what seemed like a weekly basis, Senior Bob would chide me on 

the type of vocation I was living. “You are not working hard enough!” 
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he used to bellow in my direction. I used to chuckle when he would yell 

this mantra – of all the things you can say about me, “being lazy” is not 

one of them… 

Nevertheless, Bob used to chide me constantly about my work ethic. 

Through his phone calls and letters, he would implore me to evangelize 

the folks within the neighborhood I served through door to door 

ministry. In the process, I received a few flyers and articles from Bob 

about the type of ministry in which he had often been engaged and 

encouraged me to do the same with the current folks in the 

neighborhood. Bob told me that those who live in our neighborhood, no 

matter who they were, were sacred and important people and that 

ministering to all members of the community (especially those who 

were the poorest) was of paramount importance. 

To Bob’s requests, I responded back on occasion that the Legion of 

Mary and the Circulo de Oracion from my former parish was very much 

invested in this type of ministry, as each year they took this mission 

door to door, inviting those in the neighborhood to come visit our 
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Church. You all know how difficult this type of ministry is, going door 

to door and inviting folks to come to your church. Agree or disagree 

with Jehovah Witnesses or the Mormon Church, you have to admire 

their methodology of visiting homes two-by-two, being rejected on a 

constant basis in joining the faith and yet being persistent in doing what 

the scriptures implore us to do (a couple Jehovah Witnesses invited me, 

in full clerics, to join them in prayer at their Kingdom Hall last Good 

Friday; I told them I was a bit busy…). Whenever St. Paul did the 

metaphorical door-to-door ministry in the scriptures, he often was 

beaten, stoned, dragged out of town and ultimately martyred for this 

cause of the faith. Most would rather stay home and hide rather than 

expose themselves to this kind of abuse, all for the sake of ministry. 

Because of Bob’s declining health, I decided to take a few days   some 

time back to fly to San Diego and make a personal visit, mostly to thank 

him for his support of St. Patrick’s Church. Using a few Southwest 

Airline miles and finding a cheap hotel in San Diego, I told Bob that my 

ministry in the hotel paralleled the Jain religion about which I teach to 
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the students at the local university in my World Religions’ Course. As I 

informed Bob, those in the Jain religion offer a profound respect to all 

creatures on earth, even the bugs that crawl on the ground, and refuse to 

show harm to those creatures that crawl, fly or swim. I told Bob that I 

showed the same respect to the ant colony growing in the hotel room in 

which I stayed for two days in San Diego and found a profound respect 

for those in the Jain religion who endure those hardships throughout 

their days on earth. 

When I broke bread with Bob’s family in San Diego some time ago, I 

also told him about another word that he modeled for me, a word very 

much in line with the scripture readings from this weekend’s liturgies. 

The word I very much learned from him was righteousness, something 

about which I taught when sharing with him the values of the Hindu 

religion. 

For a good Hindu, a righteous person is one who, even if not 

acquainted with God, lives in a manner in accord with God’s plan. For a 

Hindu person, even if someone has not encountered God’s mission, that 
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person is connected in some way to God if that person lives a life rooted 

in being good. What I shared with Bob last week, and the reason why 

Bob was so important to me, was that he led a righteous life an 

encouraged me to do the same, despite the difficulties I faced as a 

Church pastor. Bob taught me that no matter the odds, the people who 

are in need come first in the life of the righteous person and that my 

entire ministry should be devoted to caring for the people I was called to 

serve. That, too, is an important mission of stewardship, both in the 

Church, in the community and certainly in the family. 

In our first reading today, the prophet Amos was rather brutal in 

directing the people of his age to live a righteous life. He went so far as 

to say that if the people did not live a life directed by God, they would 

lose what land they possessed and be lost in the world of faith. As we 

learn in the Old Testament, the kings and people did not heed Amos’ 

warning and, in 722 BC, the Assyrian armies destroyed the kingdom 

where Amos lived, dispersing the Jewish residents into a type of 

diaspora where there whereabouts today are very unknown. 
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In our gospel reading today, our Lord drives the same point home. In 

the story from Luke, Jesus shows us how industrious the dishonest 

person can be to achieve his short-time goal of earthly survival. Our 

Lord teaches us that if the people of faith had the kind of determination 

to live a righteous life as those who have the determination to live a 

corrupt one, then what we achieve in faith will become clear and very 

much grace filled. 

In my reflection on this theme of righteousness, I came across two 

quotations from theologians of the early Church who differentiate 

between those of the earth and those of heaven, the children of the 

world versus the children of the light. The third century theologian 

named Origen made this point very clear when he wrote… 

 
The children of this world are not called wiser but more prudent than 
the children of light; and this not absolutely but simply, but, in their 
generation. For there follows: for the children of this world are more 
prudent in their generation. (Origen, 323). 
 
Los hijos de este mundo no son llamados más inteligente, pero más 
prudentes que los hijos de la luz; y esto no absolutamente, sino 
simplemente, pero, en su generación. Por allí sigue, porque los hijos 
de este siglo son más prudentes en su generación. (Orígenes, 323). 
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St. Cyril makes the point even clearer to those of the faith: 
 
 
Christ has taught those who abound in riches to love greatly the 
friendship of the poor and to lay up treasures for themselves in 
heaven. For he knew the sloth of the human soul; how they who are 
given to the pursuit of riches will not devote themselves to any work 
of charity for those in need. (St. Cyril) 
 
Cristo ha enseñado a los que abundan en las riquezas aman mucho la 
amistad de los pobres y guardar tesoros para sí mismos en el cielo. 
Porque sabía la pereza del alma humana; cómo que se le da a la 
búsqueda de las riquezas no se dediquen a cualquier obra de caridad 
para los necesitados. (San Cirilo) 
 
 
Because of Senior Bob, I certainly realize that what he has done for 

me is a model for what we all need to do for each other. For this, I 

certainly give thanks. If we all do our part and allow the light of God to 

enter into the hearts of the ones we serve, then the words of God spoken 

through those like the Prophet Amos, Senior Bob and even the Father’s 

Son Jesus Christ do not go in vain. 

Please take some time to reflect on the ways that you and I can do 

more to promote this cause. Please reflect on the way you and I choose 
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to live our life, whether it be through the desires of the flesh out there or 

through the life of righteousness in here. The ways of the flesh give us 

temporary satisfaction but soon die away; the ways of righteousness 

bring us everlasting peace with our Lord in heaven. May we continue 

the good work that our Lord has passed through Bob and through our 

own lives of faith. May we share that light of righteousness with the 

people that we meet. This is our prayer. 


