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Ex 17: 8-13 
Ps 121: 1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 
2 Tm 3: 14 - 14: 2 
Lk 18: 1

 
 

Saturday’s liturgies made me reminiscent of my first weekend as a parish 

priest where I wore my album from 10:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m.… without taking 

it off at St. Mary’s Church in West Chicago, IL. Yesterday was one of those 

days that also reminded me of the best meals I ever had in my life... a big 

steaming bowl of “hair” soup. 

Does anybody like hair soup? Would anyone not want to have a big 

steaming bowl of hair soup for breakfast? Yesterday morning presented an 

opportunity for me to taste that delicacy for the first time in a quarter century. 

As Saturday’s events took place, I was immersed in all the different services 

that we had at the parish. Over at St. Patrick's prior to all the events, one of the 

pillars in our community was a baby shower for his grandchild, taking place in 

the basement of our church. The grandfather (Joe Kraus) has been doing all 

kinds of work over at St. Patrick's, from repairing a back wall in our church 

balcony that had gotten water damage to removing and pouring concrete for our 

first-floor gym bathroom that we desperately needed on behalf of our seniors 

and those with special needs. The music from this party seeped through the 
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cling of the basement into the church proper, which we could hear through all 

the services we offered that particular day. 

Heading up the stairs of the church building, I began my sacramental 

ministry with a Quinceañera I promised to celebrate at 11:00 a.m. at St. 

Patrick’s Church. The family at this Mass wanted a nice celebration for their 

15-year-old daughter. According to indigenous customs, when a girl turns 15 

prior to Hernán Cortez and the priests from Spain coming to the New World 

around 1519, this celebration was a type of “rite of passage” for a young lady 

going into adulthood. If you watch Quinceañera celebrations online, may 

commentators focus on the secular things that are involved with the celebration, 

such as the dance and the dress and the food and all that kind of stuff.  

When priests accompanied the explorers overseas, they introduced the idea 

of God and grace to the celebration – that the celebration can be a type of 

dedication to the Church and the Blessed Mother to live a holy life according to 

the teachings of the Church. I believe in my heart that the one thing I can do is 

allow God to work through me to offer grace to others. So, if at all possible, I 

reference a thought from the archbishop of Milwaukee, Wisconsin (Most Rev. 

Jerry Listecki), who once taught me to “grease and water” everything, as long 

as the believer was properly disposed to receive the sacrament. He instructed 
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me to make sure I offered this grace as much as I could to the people coming in 

front of me. 

So when this family said that they wanted God's grace to be part of this 

teenager’s life, I said, “Of course I will celebrate this Mass; grace is the most 

important part of our ministry. That is what we are supposed to do.” As long as 

the student is confirmed (because confirmation infinitely is more important than 

Quinceañera, as confirmation is a sacrament), I was honored to allow God to 

work through me during this Mass celebration. 

For these types of Masses I celebrate, I ask the young lady to renew her 

baptismal promises, after which we bless holy water and the parents, padrinos 

and I bless the lady’s forehead with the blessed water. We ask the parents to 

make the sign of the cross on the young lady’s forehead. After the blessing, the 

young lady offers a promise to God and the Blessed Mother to be dedicated to 

the faith. After communion, the young lady presents flowers to Our Lady of 

Guadalupe, followed by a final blessing over the young lady and the festivities 

that conclude the liturgy. 

Immediately following this Mass, I had the opportunity to celebrate three 

baptisms in Spanish at the church. Over the last few months, I have told you 

that the largest growing Catholic demographic in the Church comes from the 
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Hispanic culture. The Hispanic community is growing by leaps and bounds 

(over a 23% growth in the last ten years!), and this particular group is the one 

which is going to preserve the churches I serve. If we just keep ministering to 

anyone who comes forward, especially those in the Hispanic Community, if we 

teach everyone the importance of Bienvenidos (welcome) and Hospitalidad 

(hospitality), if we make sure people feel embraced in this community no matter 

who they are, then we live like Christ and we allow the Church to grow. In this 

light, we must be a community with an open heart; we must make strangers our 

friends and welcome them to this table.  

So we celebrate three baptisms in Spanish after the Quinceañera. At the 

baptisms, I tried to explain to the parents that my purpose is not just to offer 

grace because it is a nice thing to do; I am trying to teach them that baptism is 

the entry way to get to heaven. A lot of parents in our society, a lot of families 

in our society forget to come to Mass because they think it is just one thing of 

many to do during the week. I try to teach the parents that of the 168 hours that 

make up a week, this one hour is the most important hour of all of them. I try to 

teach them that God created us and that God wants to bring us home, that God 

wants to give us his love. 
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We sometimes forget that when this life is over and we get to the next stage, 

we end up standing in front of God, answering if we truly love our God and 

neighbor. If we cannot spend one hour of 168 a week giving thanks to God, 

what are we going do for the rest of our existence when this life is over? 

The reality of life is that outside of Christmas and Easter, your typical 

Catholic only enters Church three times in their lives – when they are hatched, 

matched and dispatched (baptisms, marriages and funerals). I liken it to a 

married person that says to their spouse, “Honey, I love you but I do not wish to 

spend any time with you.” What happens to a marriage or even our relationship 

with God with this type of attitude? 

Shortly after these three baptisms, I travelled to St. Anne, IL for another 

Quinceañera, this time for a family who very much invested in the faith life of 

the Church. This particular family did not want a Quinceañera just for the party 

– this family has been exceedingly invested in both communities. As 

professional housekeepers, this family cleaned both parish halls and they 

cleaned both parish churches. They have cleaned both parish rectories. When 

we found a big greasy mess in the basement of the church at St. Patrick's, they 

went and cleaned all of that, which took two days and sixteen hours. When I 
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tried to give them something for the work they did, they considered it an insult 

because they told me they offered this work for God. 

When this family asked me if their 15-year-old child could celebrate a 

Quinceañera at St., Anne’s, in this case, I was not teaching them about the 

basics of the faith… they were teaching me!!! Here was an example of a family 

who was very much invested in the faith that they wanted to tell God how 

thankful they were for the gift of their three children that they had. In this vein, 

they gave thanks to God for their 15-year-old daughter and, subsequently, I 

gave thanks to God for them. 

After this Mass, the family had a party in St. Anne’s parish hall. The family 

asked me to join them for the party for everything birria (goat!). They served 

goat tamales, goat tacos and goat, goat and more goat!!! Anybody like goat? 

So I finished the 2:00 p.m. Quinceañera and then drive back St. Patrick's for 

the 4:00 p.m. Mass. Still downstairs was this baby shower family again with the 

loud music and joyful celebrations. After Mass, this family invited me to dine 

with them, with all kinds of Mexican foods at my disposal. At this party, the 

family was serving chicken and a mole sauce (which is like a spicy chocolate 

dish, very thick and very rich). With the mole, the family wanted me to share in 

a bowl of pozole, or corn soup, which is another specialty dish from Mexico. 
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When the family showed me the Pozole, I reflected on the time when I 

served at the Chicago archdiocesan mission in the city of Quechultenango in the 

Mexican diocese of Chilpancingo/Chilapa (between Acapulco and Cuernavaca). 

I stayed at the parish of St. James in a city that was so poor that the rich people 

were the only ones who possessed concrete floors in their houses. Most 

everyone’s houses in the city were built on dirt. 

We went down to that city to teach people how to plaster and spackle walls 

so that a bug called a “chigger” could not lodge inside the walls and, like the 

scorpions, sneak into unsuspecting shoes that someone would wear or in the 

mattresses where someone would sleep. I recall how, in Key West Florida, the 

same concept was applied with free-range chickens in the area that ate all the 

scorpions in the town to protect the citizenry, which is why it is illegal to harm 

free range chickens in Key West, Florida. 

I recall how, in this town, the priest would ride a burro once a month up the 

mountain to celebrate sacraments with those who could not come down the 

mountain to pray. I recall how families would invite me to dinner with what 

little means they had. I remembered how these good people living on dirt floors 

in their houses would serve me from their want rather from their excess, 

regardless of their situation because the respect for priests was high in Quechul. 
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I remember how, on one particular instance, that a family served me a hot 

steaming bowl of Pozole just as they did in Momence except in this case, the 

family did not know how to shuck corn very well. So in addition to the corn 

being in the soup, all the hair that was from the corn was also in the soup. 

As I ate this bowl of hair in my soup, I thought to myself how this family 

believed what they served me was a meal for royalty and, even though most 

folks in the states would call the meal disgusting, in a very special way this was 

the best and most memorable meal in my life because the family insisted I dine 

with them and insisted on serving me what was considered the finest soup they 

could give me, not from their excess but from their want, from their need. 

At this dinner in a third-world city, I considered that meal the best I ever had 

because people were willing to sacrifice to show me that they cared. When you 

experience that kind of persistence in respecting another is something that 

reminds me of what I have to do for all of you. 

In our scriptures today, we learned how Aaron and Hur had to be persistent 

in their prayer with Moses – as long as his hands were raised in prayer, the 

Chosen People found success battling the Amalekites. Moses could not win that 

bat battle with the Amalekites without his hands being in prayer. 
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When I was taught the “orans” or “prayer” position for Mass at the 

seminary, I was taught by some priests that extending one’s arms to the 

community in prayer was the symbol of invitation, as if we were inviting all of 

you to the table of plenty. I also learned in my years as a priest that when my 

praying hands are in the position of the crucified Christ, this is the symbol that 

St. Paul insists we preach and live for the sake of others, the symbol of Christ 

who sacrificed himself on the cross for our salvation, a symbol that I must 

sacrifice for the sake of all of you… and for me. 

In the scriptures, St. Paul tells us to preach Christ crucified and live the life, 

as he did – he was beaten, stones and ultimately beheaded because of his 

persistent in faith. St. Paul was willing to extend his hands for the sake of 

others. He taught us that as Christ negated himself on the cross, he revealed 

himself as Lord. St. Paul taught us that because of Christ crucified, we are able 

to pray here today. That we often take for granted this sacrifice… I learn that if 

I am persistent in the prayer style that God asks me to live, if I am as persistent 

in serving you as these families are and taking care of these parishes, what a 

better parish we would have. 

So we continue to offer this “Bienvenidos” and “Hospitalidad” to those 

around us and reinforce the welcome that we must offer to all that come to us. If 
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we live this way, the next thing you know, we are going to have lots of 

Quinceañeras and weddings and baptisms. I kept getting encouraged by our 

staff to promote the use of our churches and halls, which are beautiful facilities 

that we have so people can celebrate their services here. At these churches, we 

are a type of “one stop shop” for all our celebrations. What better place would 

you have to offer thanks to God for what God has given us?  

It is our responsibility to welcome people here, to say that this is a place 

where people are always going to embrace them. If we do that, you know how 

much this parish is going to grow? You know how much God's love is going to 

be offered to others if we keep doing what we are doing? If we invite and love 

others to join us, there is no way that the bishop close the places I serve. 

In order for this wish to become a reality, then all of us need to fill these 

pews and become persistent in our prayer, study and service. Let us realize what 

it takes to build a faith, that if somebody is willing to offer a steaming bowl of 

hair suit because this is what they are sacrificing for us, maybe we can learn 

that lesson to do the same for the people that we meet… and God will take care 

of the rest. This is our prayer. 


