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As many of you know from the border town parishes, a couple of 

times a week I am traveling from Momence to Plainfield, Illinois to visit 

my ailing father, who is at the latter stages of cancer. He now is officially 

in hospice and I have been spending a great deal of time taking care of 

some of the mundane things that the Jankowski family needs. Yes, I still 

do the priest thing for the communities I serve, but I also take care of 

family responsibilities when I go out shopping, buy takeout from the 

restaurants and even buy adult diapers for those in the family who are 

incontinent. I never thought I would have to buy adult diapers at this 

stage of life but it is a lesson for me that many come into the world 

wearing diapers and many leave the world wearing diapers. 

My father has been married for over twenty-seven years (my mother 

died in an auto accident in 1988 and my father married some five years 
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later). For the last five plus years, my dad’s wife Maria consisted of 

driving my father back and forth to the doctor’s office, to the hospitals, 

taking care of what he needs, lifting him up, cleaning him, and doing 

those kind of things that a married person does. When you make a 

wedding vow by saying “for better, for worse for sickness and in 

health,”  to watch somebody actually living that vocation in this way, 

reminds me that I probably should be living mine as well as my dad’s 

wife is living hers. 

So in the process, my father has been asking from me to get for him 

all kinds of things I would never have expected him to want. I have 

been driving to get him Chinese takeout food; I have been going to get 

him chef Boyardee. Let me ask you - what 87-year-old would eat Chef 

Boyardee? When his wife is a former sous chef, why is my father asking 

me to buy canned tamales or deli fried chicken that has been sitting out 

all day? 

In addition to Maria’s service, there are parishioners from the 

parishes I have served who have been so kind as well. Those who live in 
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the Plainfield area, from the Joliet area, certainly at the border town 

parishes, many folks have been writing letters and bringing foods over 

my father’s house and paying social visits as well. One of the 

parishioners named Gloria has been bringing over pies for my father; 

my father seems to like pie all of a sudden. When Gloria does this, I 

keep saying to my father, “Why are you not leaving me any pie? 

Why???” (I am not really saying that to my father; I am just glad he is 

eating at all… except chef Boyardee). 

There are so many people that have been so invested with my 

family’s well-being. Many folks I serve really do not know my family 

that well but they do know me and they know the investment all of us 

Jankowskis have made for the sake of my father each other… and that 

means a lot to me, what all of you have done. 

The reason I bring all this up is because it really falls in line with the 

theme of my homily today, which is on stewardship. A lot of the times 

when priests give stewardships talks, we talk about time, talent, and 

treasure. We talk about giving your financial resources to the parish and 
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all of that, which is fine. Yes, we need your help to keep the parish 

running. We got to pay the bills and all that good stuff. 

For me, when I talk about stewardship, I came to the realization some 

years ago that if people have a good prayer life, if they’re good stewards 

in prayer and service and study, and they know that they have a 

relationship with God and they need to respond to that call, everything 

else falls in place. 

Prayer has to be the starting point, the beginning and end of what we 

do. People who pray in adoration, people who pray the rosary, people 

who have prayed for the sick and the dead are all living the life of 

stewardship. Last Saturday we hosted a Rosary Rally at St. Patrick’s in 

Momence; this is stewardship. Folks every Thursday pray in adoration 

from 1:00 – 3:00 p.m.; that is stewardship as well in its most important 

form. Because of this example of faith, all of a sudden we have ten, 

twelve folks showing up on Wednesday nights at St. Anne’s praying the 

rosary before the 5:00 Mass. 
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I remember my mother years ago once tried to pray the rosary before 

a Mass and she was chided, being told that the parish where she was 

praying does not pray the rosary before Mass and that she was 

prohibited in doing so. For me, the lesson I learned from that experience 

was that if somebody wants to pray and wants to be invested in the 

faith, I do not want to stand in their way. If prayer, study or service is 

going to draw someone closer to God, if what they are doing is a Holy 

thing, then I am going to support what they are doing. 

I have seen it so many different ways that people in this community 

have given of their time and talent. They have invested themselves in 

making phone calls to those who are in need, to visiting the sick, to 

bring in communion to the homebound, people who have gotten 

involved with our Thanksgiving and Christmas drives. Saint Anne’s just 

held its Service Commission Meeting last week, trying to figure out 

ways to help out families at Thanksgiving and Christmas, whether it be 

Advent angel trees, Thanksgiving food drives, making sure we find 

families who truly are a need. St. Patrick’s Council of Catholic Women 
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come together once a month to weave plastic grocery bags into mats for 

the homeless, for those folks who are living on the streets that have no 

bed that is dry and safe. There are so many different ways that people 

have invested themselves in the parish. 

Our first reading at this weekend’s Mass talks about the calling of 

who would be commissioned to do this ministry. In the book of Isaiah, 

the response of the protagonist is “Here I am, Lord (Is 6: 8),” a phrase all 

of us must be committed to saying if we wish to enter the kingdom of 

heaven. I have tried to respond this way; we all have if we truly wish to 

follow God if we wish to call ourselves Christian. 

Our gospel reading today tells us give to Caesar what is Caesar’s and 

to give to God what is God’s (Mt 22: 15). When we take care of our 

family, when we take care of our faith, when we take care of the local 

community, then we are giving back to God and living as good 

stewards. 

I very much believe in the local community. The local community is 

the lifeblood of the Church, in my reflection of the faith. If we can be 
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good stewards in these beautiful, small border town parishes, then 

certainly the larger ones can do the same as can the universal church. I 

am not worried about the universal church as much as I care about you 

– I cannot control others; I can only control myself, with God’s help. If I 

live a good Christian life, then I have done my part. As is attributed 

(falsely or not) to Mahatma Gandhi, I love the quote anyway: “Be the 

change that you wish to see in the world.” 

My responsibility at this moment is to take care of the border towns, 

because your faith is a microcosm of the bigger picture. If we live the life 

of a good steward here, we set the example for others to do it in other 

places. More importantly, if we are good stewards here, then we show 

God how much we care. We make a difference when we are invested in 

the parish in some way.  

Today is the day to give back to God. Today is the day to pick up a 

rosary, say a prayer for those in need, whether it be the sick, the dead, or 

for whomever. Pray and serve the relatives in your own family, people 

who are suffering or certainly your Church! As I often reference from St. 
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Paul’s letter to the Colossians, “Whatever you do in word and in work, 

do it in the name of the Lord (Col 3: 17).” 

I will continue to do my part; I ask you to keep doing yours, 

whatever we can do to keep these parishes going. More importantly, let 

us show God that we care and to give to God what belongs to God – 

namely God’s love, God’s sacrifice, God’s grace, God’s mercy, God’s 

giving of our hearts, always in God’s name. Let us continue to do that 

for the sake of the people that we meet, always in God’s name. This is 

our prayer. 
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all of that, which is fine. Yes, we need your help to keep the parish 

running. We got to pay the bills and all that good stuff. 

For me, when I talk about stewardship, I came to the realization some 

years ago that if people have a good prayer life, if they’re good stewards 

in prayer and service and study, and they know that they have a 

relationship with God and they need to respond to that call, everything 

else falls in place. 

Prayer has to be the starting point, the beginning and end of what we 

do. People who pray in adoration, people who pray the rosary, people 

who have prayed for the sick and the dead are all living the life of 

stewardship. Last Saturday we hosted a Rosary Rally at St. Patrick’s in 

Momence; this is stewardship. Folks every Thursday pray in adoration 

from 1:00 – 3:00 p.m.; that is stewardship as well in its most important 

form. Because of this example of faith, all of a sudden we have ten, 

twelve folks showing up on Wednesday nights at St. Anne’s praying the 

rosary before the 5:00 Mass. 
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Rev. Peter G. Jankowski Page 8 
29th Sunday OT – A October 17-18,2020 

Paul’s letter to the Colossians, “Whatever you do in word and in work, 

do it in the name of the Lord (Col 3: 17).” 

I will continue to do my part; I ask you to keep doing yours, 

whatever we can do to keep these parishes going. More importantly, let 

us show God that we care and to give to God what belongs to God – 

namely God’s love, God’s sacrifice, God’s grace, God’s mercy, God’s 

giving of our hearts, always in God’s name. Let us continue to do that 

for the sake of the people that we meet, always in God’s name. This is 

our prayer. 


