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Sir 35: 12-14, 16-18 
Ps 34: 2-3, 17-18, 19, 23 
2 Tm 4: 6-8, 16-18 
Lk 18: 9-14

 
 

”Me, me, me, me, me, me, me, me” (Play ornament 
music, which goes to the tune “Ode to Joy”). 

 
Do any of you know who this is? (for the record, 

only one person at all the Masses I celebrated during 

the weekend knew). If 

any of you ever 

watched and 

cherished The Muppet Show, you would 

know that in the program’s first season, a 

scientist named Dr. Bunsen Honeydew 

would regale us with funny experiments 

that never seemed to work out. In the second season of The Muppet 

Show, the good doctor was given an assistant named Beaker, who had the 

propensity of blowing up everything in his sight. 

Some time back, a friend and colleague on my spiritual journey gave 

me a Beaker Christmas doll, posing a question to me – if you were a 
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Muppet, what Muppet would you be? I have never thought about the 

question before nor did I care – I am not a Muppet! That said, I suppose 

that, at times, I am as timid as Kermit, as badly funny as Fozzie Bear and 

with the bold appetite of Miss Piggy. 

In my conversation with my colleague and friend on this spiritual 

journey, it was made clear that of all the Muppets I could emulate, I 

should never, ever, compare myself to Beaker. The rationale for this 

comment is that the character of Beaker spoke one word and one word 

only – the word was “me.” If I wish to serve as a faithful and true priest, 

this faith never should be about me – it must be about serving everyone 

else, in Christ’s name. For me, the passage from the second chapter of 

Philippians (2: 6-11) serves as my modus operandi towards everything I 

do… 

 
(He,) though he was in the form of God,  
did not regard equality with God something to be grasped.  
Rather, he emptied himself, 
taking the form of a slave, 
coming in human likeness;* 
and found human in appearance,  
he humbled himself,  
becoming obedient to death, even death on a cross. 
Because of this, God greatly exalted him 
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and bestowed on him the name 
that is above every name, 
that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bend, 
of those in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
and every tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God, the Father. 
 

I try to teach this theme over and over to the nursing students I teach 

at the University of St. Francis, often to no avail. In class one of our time 

together, I ask the students if they know the difference between a 

Protestant and Catholic cross. The answer is that a good Protestant 

primarily focuses on the resurrection, so a corpus does not get placed on 

their cross. A Catholic, on the other hand, primarily focuses on the gift 

of sacrifice (which is what the word “Mass” means) and the suffering 

our Lord was willing to endure for the sake of our salvation; thus, a 

faithful Catholic puts the image of the crucified Christ on the cross 

within church. 

With these nurses, I emphasize this theme week after week – how 

this view of putting others first is a constant theme that is abandoned in 

the Old Testament and how that theme becomes fulfilled by Jesus Christ 
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in the New. I try to teach these nursing students that if they want to live 

like Christ, then they need to meet the patients they encounter at the 

level in which the patient exists, to respect the patient’s place in life and 

then to do what one can to meet that person’s needs and respect that 

person’s dignity. Of course, like a parent grills these teachings to their 

own kids sometimes to no avail, I feel the same way when the students 

are asked these questions on a test or quiz and I end up with blank looks 

and blank spaces on the quizzes where the answers should be. 

Since we are at the end of the Right to Life month, I reflected on one 

specific class with the nursing students in regard to the subject of 

Christian Morality. Because I wanted to make these classes practical and 

relevant to the students I teach, I decided to bring in a Catholic nurse at 

the local Catholic hospital to teach medical ethics to the students. My 

rationale here was that by doing so, the students would be well-

equipped to work at the only hospital in the city, which also happened 

to be Catholic. I told the students that even if they did not agree with 

what the nurse was saying, they needed to be respectful to the nurse as 
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someone who was trying to educate from a specific place in the life of 

faith. 

So, this nurse came into the classroom and started to teach the basics 

of the Catholic faith in respect to medical ethics, subjects that are not 

necessarily appropriate for younger kids – abortion, invitro-fertilization, 

selective reduction, euthanasia and subjects of that type. A few of the 

students asked relevant questions, trying to learn the Catholic position 

on these subjects and the basic for such a position. 

Unbeknownst to me, one of the students who was sitting behind me 

decided to bring two of her young children into the classroom that day, 

ages three and five. Besides the fact that this student never asked 

permission to bring guests (let alone children) into the classroom, she 

did so with a specific purpose in mind. In the middle of our discussion, 

she stood up in the class an d began to attack the teacher, stating that 

her two children were products of invitro-fertilization and that, if she 

had to make the choice of selective reduction again, she would repeat 

what she had done in the past. She got what she wanted for her family 

and would not change a thing. 
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Her response received a smattering of applause from the class. 

At this point, I had no choice but to respond. I told the students that 

regardless of who was standing in front of us, whether the person was 

Catholic, Jewish, Muslim, Buddhist, Seventh Day Adventist or a 

Jehovah’s Witness, we would be obligated to be respectful towards what 

they taught, regardless as to whether we agreed with it or not. If we had 

attacked someone like this in the workplace, if I had attacked the 

students in the class because of their belief system, the person attacking 

would most likely be fired from their job. What was said at that moment 

was inexcusable and certainly inappropriate. 

The subject of morality, especially in regard to life, is a most sensitive 

one and certainly one that causes the most anxiety in our society. The 

Catholic position is rather simple – that life is sacred from the moment 

of conception until natural death. For us in society to take the place of 

God in determining when life begins and ends makes us accountable to 

God for the actions we choose. By replacing God’s will with our own is 

a grave disobedience on our part; as stated in Article 2258 of the 

Catechism … 
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2258 “Human life is sacred because from its beginning it involves the 
creative action of God and it remains for ever in a special relationship 
with the Creator, who is its sole end. God alone is the Lord of life 
from its beginning until its end: no one can under any circumstance 
claim for himself the right directly to destroy an innocent human 
being.”56 
 

Part of the reason I am serving all you nice folks east of Kankakee is 

that I took a stand to protect life (in my case, protecting children outside 

the womb) and am paying the price for defending that life. I have come to 

realize that like any parent or Christian that puts the lives and welfares 

of others ahead of their own, it does not matter what kind of collar, tie, 

stethoscope or hat that any of us wears – in the end, all of us stand 

before God and are judged according to the vocations we are called to 

live. To protect all life, whether in the womb or outside of it, is the most 

sacred task we all are called to uphold. At least this is the message I try 

to instill in the nursing students under my care. Whether the students 

accept or reject this teaching is according to their free will but I have 

done what has been asked of me; I just pray that they do the same. 

My friend and colleague is certainly right – I certainly am not a 

Muppet and if I were, I certainly do not want to be a “Beaker.” May 
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none of us place our own needs in front of the needs of others. Let us 

make that corpus on the cross mean something by the way we sacrifice 

our lives for others and by sharing this message with the people that we 

meet. This is our prayer. 


