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1 Kgs 17:10-16 
Ps 146: 7, 8-9, 9-10 
Heb 9: 24-28 
Mk 12: 41-44 

 
 

As we honor this week our veterans from the armed services 

throughout the United States, in light of this Sunday’s readings I wish to 

highlight the life of St. Martin of Tours (France), whose feast day we 

celebrate this week on November 11th. St. Martin of Tours was a fourth 

century saint who was born in Hungary and encountered a great 

religious experience in his youth as a soldier in the region of Gaul 

(which, in the modern day, encompasses the areas of Northern Italy, 

France and Belgium). 

According to this tradition, Martin was stationed as a member of the 

imperial guard in northern France in the city of Amiens (just north of 

Paris). At the time, Martin was contemplating whether he wished to 

convert to Roman Catholicism and his fellow soldiers viewed Martin’s 

service in the army more in the role of a monk than that of a soldier. 
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It was during this time in his life that the following story was written 

about this fourth century saint. The story comes from Martin’s 

biographer and friend, Sulpicius Severus. The story is told as such: 

 
Accordingly, at a certain period, when (Martin) had nothing except 
his arms and his simple military dress, in the middle of winter, a 
winter which had shown itself more severe than ordinary, so that the 
extreme cold was proving fatal to many, he happened to meet at the 
gate of the city of Amiens a poor man destitute of clothing. He was 
entreating those that passed by to have compassion upon him, but all 
passed the wretched man without notice, when Martin, that man full 
of God, recognized that a being to whom others showed no pity, was, 
in that respect, left to him. Yet, what should he do? He had nothing 
except the cloak in which he was clad, for he had already parted with 
the rest of his garments for similar purposes. Taking, therefore, his 
sword with which he was girt, he divided his cloak into two equal 
parts, and gave one part to the poor man, while he again clothed 
himself with the remainder. 
 
Upon this, some of the by-standers laughed, because he was now an 
unsightly object, and stood out as but partly dressed. Many, 
however, who were of sounder understanding, groaned deeply 
because they themselves had done nothing similar. They especially 
felt this, because, being possessed of more than Martin, they could 
have clothed the poor man without reducing themselves to 
nakedness. 
 
In the following night, when Martin had resigned himself to sleep, he 
had a vision of Christ arrayed in that part of his cloak with which he 
had clothed the poor man. He contemplated the Lord with the 
greatest attention, and was told to own as his the robe which he had 
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given. Ere long, he heard Jesus saying with a clear voice to the 
multitude of angels standing round - “Martin, who is still but a 
catechumen, clothed me with this robe.” The Lord, truly mindful of 
his own words (who had said when on earth -- “Inasmuch as ye have 
done these things to one of the least of these, ye have done them unto 
me”), declared that he himself had been clothed in that poor man; 
and to confirm the testimony he bore to so good a deed, he 
condescended to show him himself in that very dress which the poor 
man had received. 
 
After this vision the sainted man was not puffed up with human 
glory, but, acknowledging the goodness of God in what had been 
done, and being now of the age of twenty years, he hastened to 
receive baptism. 
 
Siendo militar sucedió el hecho tan tratado en la iconografía. Era 
invierno, y al entrar en Amiens, encuentra un mendigo casi helado, 
sin ropa. Divide su clámide en dos partes y entrega una al pobre. 
Cristo se le aparece vestido con la media capa: “Martín, catecúmeno, 
me ha cubierto con este vestido.” 
 
Pronto recibe el bautismo. Deja la milicia para seguir a Cristo. San 
Hilario de Poitiers quiere ordenarle de diácono. Él se queda de 
exorcista. Vuelve a su patria, convierte a su madre. De nuevo en 
Poitiers, funda Ligugé, auténtico monasterio misional. Allí pasa once 
años, feliz en su ambiente, pues Martín fue “soldado por fuera, 
obispo a la fuerza, monje por gusto.” 
 
 
As the story continues, Martin converted to Roman Catholicism, 

eventually left the imperial army and lived such a saintly life that he 

literally was taken by force and ordained as the bishop of Tours, France 
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in 371. For the remainder of his life, Martin continued to cure the sick 

and crippled, to minister to his flock and to defend the faith of the 

Church vigorously against the acts of evil that plagued the area in which 

he served. 

As we commemorate our veterans of the armed services from our 

country this week, I offer you this story as an example of one soldier 

who offered many acts of kindness well beyond the call of duty and the 

Lord’s response to that life of kindness. Our readings today serve as 

examples of kindness above and beyond the call of duty as well, acts of 

kindness that provide rewards well beyond anything that the world’s 

limitations can offer us. We read in today’s first reading about a pagan 

woman’s charity towards the prophet Elijah and Yahweh’s overflowing 

response of love towards that woman. We read in today’s gospel about 

the gift of a poor widow, a woman so poor that she offered what little 

she possessed back to God rather than keeping a very small sum of 

money for herself. We listen to Christ’s response to that woman’s 

charitable act, a response that makes us realize how the Lord saw the 
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poor widow as a person of supremely more value than others of greater 

stature or wealth. 

Today’s gospel reading presents us with a contrast between those 

who serve others in God’s name and those who do not. By responding 

to God’s call, the widow from First Kings, the widow from today’s 

gospel, St. Martin of Tours from the fourth century and hopefully all of 

us here in these pews seek favor from God that the earthly trappings of 

this life cannot provide us. This type of life and humility contrasts the 

life of honor and prestige that some of the scribes wished to seek during 

the gospel era of the first century. 

The example of the poor widow in today’s gospel sends the message 

to us that she truly wished to sacrifice in order to support the life of 

faith, not from a surplus in her life but from her need. It is that same 

example that our Lord ultimately modeled for us on the cross – only 

through the sacrifice of his life could the life of faith grow in this world, a 

sacrifice that had to go well beyond what one would normally do, a 
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sacrifice that resulted in an overflowing love that honor and prestige 

will never find in this world. 

Today’s reading becomes a precursor of humility and sacrifice in the 

twelfth chapter of Mark’s Gospel that our Lord would model in the 

most extreme of ways two chapters later. As we approach the end of this 

liturgical year two weeks from now and the commemoration of Christ 

our King nailed to that cross, today’s reading serves as our notice of 

what our Lord expects of us in order for us to receive admittance into 

the overflowing life of faith and the kingdom of God. 

Our readings today model this life of sacrifice in the forms of service 

and financial stewardship. In the world of faith, this life of sacrifice can 

extend to other areas of our lives as well, from the way we pray to the 

way we study. Because we honor our veterans this weekend, I 

specifically wish to focus on the sacrifice of our servicemen and women 

who model the type of life in the world of national defense that the rest 

of us are called to live in the world of faith. For the sake of our national 

security, we give thanks to the men and women who follow the example 
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of St. Martin and offer their lives for our country. For the sake of our 

faith, I give thanks especially to the Christian men and women who 

have modeled the life of saintliness, a life that the Pauline epistles might 

coin as that of a “soldier of God.” 

And so today, in a tradition that I have utilized at times in past 

homilies, I would like to conclude this homily by offering what I wish to 

call “The Litany of Soldiers and Saints,” ten men and women who have 

served honorably their respective homelands while holding fast to the 

teachings of the Catholic faith and living that faith well beyond the call 

of duty. The list is not exhaustive, but serves the purpose of this homily 

and offers me yet another litany that I can utilize in my own prayer life. 

With this in mind, here is my list. Invite the congregation to stand. 

 
To St. Michael the Archangel, whom the prophet Daniel foretold 
would defend the faith on the last day against the devil and who, in 
the Book of Revelation, defended the heavens in this battle against 
the dragon of Satan, we humbly ask him, pray for us. 
 
To St. James the Apostle, the brother of St. John the Apostle, to 
whom the 8th Century army of Spain prayed during their fierce battle 
against the Moors, who, according to tradition, descended from 
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heaven on horseback and slew the armies of the Moors during this 
horrible war, we humbly ask him, pray for us. 
 
To St. Paul the Apostle, who first served as a soldier in order to 
enslave Catholicism, then saw the light of Christ, converted to the 
faith life he once attempted to enslave, and became a soldier and 
martyr for Christ. To St. Paul the Apostle, we humbly ask him, pray 
for us. 
 
To St. Sebastian, a third century Roman soldier and martyr who 
converted myriads of servicemen and prisoners to the life of Christ, 
we humbly ask him, pray for us. 
 
To St. Martin of Tours, a fourth century soldier who defended the 
people of France, first with military strength and then with the 
strength of the cross, we humbly ask him, pray for us. 
 
To St. George, a fourth century saint, who, according to legend, slew 
a dragon to free the residents of Sylene, Lybia. To St. George, we 
humbly ask him, pray for us. 
 
To St. Hadrian, a fourth century pagan officer and martyr who 
converted to Christianity after witnessing other Christians defending 
the faith despite the physical attacks of their tormentors, we humbly 
ask him, pray for us. 
 
To St. Joan of Arc, a 15th Century leader of the French Army who 
died a martyr’s death at the age of 19 and is honored as the Patroness 
of all soldiers of France, we humbly ask her, pray for us. 
 
To St. Ignatius of Loyola, a 16th Century soldier in the Spanish 
military who converted to Christianity, founded the Society of Jesus 
(or the Jesuits) and established schools, colleges, and seminaries 
throughout the world, we humbly ask him, pray for us. 
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(Inspired by Mother Dorothy) To St. Charles de Foucauld, a 19th 
Century saint who left his Catholic faith, joined the military, 
reencountered his faith while serving in Morocco, returned to the 
faith, was ordained a priest and dedicated his life to “the farthest 
removed and most abandoned. We humbly ask him, pray for us. 
 
And to St. Camillus de Lellis, a 16th-17th Century Roman soldier who 
suffered in his early years with a gambling addiction and throughout 
his life with physical ailments, only to leave the Venetian army in 
order to dedicate his life to nurse others who suffered from similar 
infirmities, we humbly ask him, pray for us. 
 
 
Let us pray: 
All-powerful and ever-living God, 
when Abraham left his native land 
and departed from his people 
you kept him safe through all his journeys. 
 
Protect our soldiers in today’s age.  
Be their constant companion and their strength in battle, 
their refuge in every adversity. 
Guide them, O Lord, that they may return home in safety. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Amen. This is our prayer. 
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A San Miguel Arcángel, a quien el profeta Daniel predijo que 
defendería la fe el último día contra el diablo y que, en el Libro de la 
Revelación, defendió los cielos en esta batalla contra el dragón de 
Satanás, le pedimos humildemente, ruega por nosotros. 
 
Al apóstol Santiago, hermano de San Juan apóstol, a quien el ejército de 
España del siglo VIII rezó durante su feroz batalla contra los moros, 
quienes, según la tradición, descendieron del cielo a caballo y mataron a 
los ejércitos de Moros durante esta horrible guerra le pedimos 
humildemente, ruega por nosotros. 
 
A San Pablo, el apóstol, que primero sirvió como soldado para 
esclavizar el catolicismo, luego vio la luz de Cristo, se convirtió a la vida 
de fe que una vez intentó esclavizar, y se convirtió en soldado y mártir 
de Cristo. Al apóstol san Pablo, le pedimos humildemente, ruega por 
nosotros. 
 
A San Sebastián, un soldado y mártir romano del siglo III que convirtió 
a la multitud de militares y prisioneros a la vida de Cristo, le pedimos 
humildemente, ruega por nosotros. 
 
A San Martín de Tours, un soldado del siglo IV que defendió al pueblo 
de Francia, primero con fuerza militar y luego con la fuerza de la cruz, le 
pedimos humildemente, ruega por nosotros. 
 
A San Jorge, un santo del siglo IV, que, según la leyenda, mató a un 
dragón para liberar a los residentes de Sylene, Lybia. A San Jorge, le 
pedimos humildemente, ruega por nosotros. 
 
A San Adriano, un oficial pagano del siglo IV y mártir que se convirtió 
al cristianismo después de ver a otros cristianos defendiendo la fe a 
pesar de los ataques físicos de sus atormentadores, le pedimos 
humildemente, ruega por nosotros. 
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A Santa Juana de Arco, una líder del ejército francés del siglo XV que 
murió como mártir a la edad de 19 años y se la honra como la Patrona 
de todos los soldados de Francia, le pedimos humildemente, ruega por 
nosotros. 
 
A San Ignacio de Loyola, un soldado del siglo XVI en el ejército español 
que se convirtió al cristianismo fundó la Compañía de Jesús (o los 
jesuitas) y estableció escuelas, colegios y seminarios en todo el mundo, 
le pedimos humildemente, ruega por nosotros. 
 
(Inspirado por la Madre Dorothy) A San Carlos de Foucauld, un santo 
del siglo XIX que abandonó su fe católica se unió a los militares, volvió a 
encontrar su fe mientras servía en Marruecos, regresó a la fe, fue 
ordenado sacerdote y dedicó su vida a “Los más alejados y los más 
abandonados.” Le pedimos humildemente, ruega por nosotros. 
 
Y a San Camilo de Lellis, un soldado romano del siglo XVII-XVII que 
sufrió en sus primeros años con una adicción al juego y durante toda su 
vida con dolencias físicas, solo para dejar el ejército veneciano y dedicar 
su vida a amamantar a otros que sufrieron De enfermedades similares, 
le pedimos humildemente, ruega por nosotros. 
 
 
Oremos. 
Dios todopoderoso y eterno, 
cuando Abraham dejó su tierra natal 
y partió de su pueblo 
Lo mantuviste a salvo durante todos sus viajes. 
 
Proteger a nuestros soldados en la era de hoy. 
Sé su compañero constante y su fuerza en la batalla. 
Su refugio en toda adversidad. 
Guíalos, oh Señor, para que puedan regresar a casa seguros. 
Te lo pedimos por Jesucristo nuestro Señor. Amén. 
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