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Prv 31: 10-13, 19-20, 30-31 
Ps 128: 1-2, 3, 4-5 
1 Thes 5: 1-6 
Mt 25: 14-30 

 
 
 

 
In addition to all my ministries and responsibilities here in the border 

town, I continue to help out at the Jerome Combs Detention Center and 

certainly at the University of St. Francis. Over ten years ago, the heads of 

the university had asked me if I could teach some theology courses for 

the students who were attending college there. 

Over the years, I have taught courses in World Religions and Church 

History, Christianity in the Modern World. Currently I teach introductory 

courses in the Old and New Testament, as well as an Introduction to 

Theology to the nursing students and a Death and Dying course each 

semester, especially for those in the psychology department. It has been 

really enlightening to talk to the students about their purpose in life and 

making them write obituaries so they can realize that they need to 
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reflect on what they want to do in the world and what kind of 

contributions they want to make. 

In one of the online courses I have been teaching, I posed a question 

to my college students that very much parallels the theme of today’s 

scripture readings. The question I posed to them is as follows: “What 

ritual experience, religious or not, have you yourself had that made a 

deep impression on you? Can you explain why?” One of my students, a 

woman named Carol, presented the group with the following answer… 

 
The ritual that I have seen that made a deep impression on me was 
while I was at work as a nursing supervisor in a convent. When one 
of the Sisters dies it is announced on the overhead paging system. If 
you happen to be on the floor where the death has happened you will 
see 15-20 sisters come walking down the hall (to the room of the 
sister who is dying). They all come together to pray and celebrate that 
this Sister has gone to God. The first time I saw it I had goose bumps. 
 
The other ritual that happens is when a Sister is actively dying. 
Sisters can sign up for a specific time and then go and sit with the 
Sister. They do this so the Sister is not alone. If they want, the other 
Sisters will sit with them and take time to pray, talk, play music, etc. 
Both of these rituals have made an impact on me because I see the 
Sisters coming together when it is a time of sorrow for most 
individuals, but when I see their response to the death it is usually 
one of joy because the Sister has gone to God. When I personally 
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think about the loss of a loved one it is usually with sorrow because I 
will miss them. 

 
 

What surprised Carol during this time of grief was the level of 

celebration a group of nuns would have at a time that our society often 

views as one of sadness. In my reflection of the readings this week and 

the conversations in which the students from all levels have engaged, I 

came to the conclusion that if a person truly invests their lives into a 

sacred purpose, then they realize what their higher purpose serves in 

this world and that entering into the world of our higher calling 

becomes a moment of joy instead of sorrow. For those who invest their 

talents in the world of faith, whether those talents may be small or large, 

what comes back in return is greater than anything else can ever offer 

us. 

When we live the Christian life, what we get back in return is an 

everlasting life of peace with God, a life that does not fluctuate like a 

stock market but is constant, and full of love, and will last for the rest of 
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our existence. For this reason, I believe the sisters find reason to celebrate 

during the time of death for one of their own. 

I thought about this because one of chaplains over at Amita St. 

Joseph’s Medical Center in Joliet had talked about one time when a 

loved one had died in his presence. As this elderly person actively was 

dying, the entire family gathered around this woman’s bed and gave 

thanks to God because this woman lived a wonderfully Christian life 

and had done what God had asked her to do. Because of this, the family 

gave thanks that this woman was about to meet God on the other side. 

To me, this gift of which the family gave thanks and this presence of 

God that was evident in another Christian’s life well- lived is a 

testimony to the manner in which all of us need to follow. 

When I reflected on Carol’s response, I reminded myself about the 

writings of one of St. Pope John Paul II’s favorite theologians, Cardinal 

Hans Urs von Balthasar, who wrote a reader’s digest version of his 

teachings for “Dick and Jane” theologians like me. The work is called A 

Resume of My Thought, which reduces his teachings to a simple gaze into 
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the eyes of a person that you love. This is probably the easiest image 

that we can have when it comes to understanding the presence of the 

divine in our lives. 

For Balthasar, if you truly love someone and wish to enter into their 

life, all you have to do is constantly gaze into their eyes with love. Now 

if I chose at this Mass to stare into the eyes of someone in this 

community, one of two things might happen. Most likely, the person 

into whose eyes I am staring will probably think to themselves, “this 

priest is out of his cuckoo and I wish he would get away from me” (and 

by the way, this would be the most proper and appropriate response, 

because I’m nuts).” For the person who does not love you, this gaze can 

seem uncomfortable and very much unwanted. 

But if you are in love with someone, the gaze is not just appropriate – 

it is desired – for this gaze can lead to the most intimate moments that 

two people in love can ever experience. St. Augustine compares the 

relationship of the Father and the Son to the love that binds two people 

deeply, infinitely in love, where the concept of love parallels itself to the 
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work of the Holy Spirit. Every time two people fall in love, they reflect 

(in some small way) to the relationship of the Lover and the Beloved, 

united together by love itself. 

Because we are not in a seminary or institution of higher learning, 

most of us in this Church probably can understand the divine most 

clearly in this way – to understand God is to stare in his eyes in the same 

way that the Son of God stares lovingly into the eyes of his Father. To 

use fancy twenty-five cent theological jargon, Balthasar writes the 

following: 

 
We add here that the epiphany of being has sense only if in the 
appearance (Erscheinung) we grasp the essence which manifests itself 
(Ding an sich). The infant comes to the knowledge not of a pure 
appearance, but of his mother in herself. That does not exclude our 
grasping the essence only through the manifestation and not in itself 
(St. Thomas). – From “A Résumé of My Thought” by Hans Urs von 
Balthasar 
 
 
To put this in terms that even I can understand, I find this passage to 

mean that most of us in this community are not the highly intellectual 

theologians that can go on “Ding an sich-ing” all day long and reflect on 
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the essence of a thing in itself (in se). We in the parish setting, though, 

are not generally theologians; we are the “moms and pops” of the 

world, the workers of the vineyard, and we experience our God in the 

things that we say and the things that we do. We are the faithful who 

can see the presence of God when we gaze into the lives of our kids and 

in our parents. We are the faithful who watch a kid grow up, see how 

they act and live their life, and often say to ourselves, “that kid acts just 

like their father and mother.” 

In essence, this means to me, we really cannot understand the Ding 

an sich or  the essence of the thing in itself without really understanding 

the appearance or the Erscheinung of the essence that loves. We really 

cannot understand the love that exists within a mother without 

experiencing the mother herself. The love is kind of like (exactly like) 

God the Father sending God the Son down into the world to make his 

appearance seen 

So we learn to love each other with the talents God offered us like 

Christ gave his life for us, the greatest gift we can ever have. If we 
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understand this Erscheinung, this appearance of love and the manner in 

which Christ appears to us in Christ loves us, then we live that life and 

we share those talents in the same way with each other as Christ has 

modeled for us.. 

This is the theme for the gospel today – the one who had the five 

talents and the two talents who invested in the faith for salvation of 

souls, as opposed to the one person who buried their lone talent into the 

ground because he was afraid of the consequences in using it. The whole 

point of this gospel…  and our lives… is if we share the talents, if we 

take what God has given us, and if we offer them to each other, then 

people can see this grace of God shining within us and the recipient of 

these talents might respond accordingly. By funneling these talents 

through the lens of sacrifice and mercy, others can see that we really do 

love God by what we say and do. If we have learned from this “textbook 

of faith” which defines Matthew’s gospel, then we want to take the gifts 

that we have been afforded and we want to impart them on the people 

around us, whether it’s a parent to a child, a spouse to the other, the 
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priest to the people of their community, or whomever it might be. As 

long as we are taking what God has offered us and share it with the 

other, saying that your life is more important than my life, then we 

graduate from the lessons of this textbook of faith. That is the whole 

theme of the gospel of Matthew gospel of Matthew. 

As I stated last week, these last three weeks of the liturgical year 

summarizes a life well-formed (or not) from the lessons we have just 

been taught. These three stories from the 25th Chapter of Matthew’s 

gospel (being ready for the bridegroom, utilizing our talents well and 

taking care of the least in the kingdom) defines whether we are true to 

the gospel calling or not. From these lessons, we tell God how seriously 

we take what he has offered us and that how we want to give it to other 

people as God has done for us. If we do that, then we graduate well 

from the gospel of Matthew; we show how we live the life of a 

Christian. 
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This is how I perceive Balthasar’s understanding of Erscheinung – this 

is the kind of Christ-like appearance that we faithful in the parish 

choose to live. 

Balthasar continues, 

 
And as the Son in God is the eternal icon of the Father, he can 
without contradiction assume in himself the image that is the 
creation, purify it, and make it enter into the communion of the 
divine life without dissolving it (in a false mysticism). It is here that 
one must distinguish nature and grace. – From “A Résumé of My 
Thought” by Hans Urs von Balthasar 
 
 

 
For this reason, I am obligated out of love to make this sacrifice as a 

model of Christ’s sacrifice for us. This is why I offer these Masses (both 

online and at the parish) because I want you to know that I have to try 

to live this life for your benefit. As we learn from the gospel according to 

John (and referenced in Mt 16: 25), “unless a grain of wheat falls to the 

ground and dies, it remains just a grain of wheat; but if it dies, it 

produces much fruit (Jn 12: 24-25).” I cannot preach the message unless I 

live the life myself. I need to be prepared as well like the five good 
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virgins… I must share a talents and gifts… I must take care of the least 

of my brothers by sacrificing, as Christ has done for me. If I do this, 

maybe I can learn from the lesson that Carol shared with me from her 

experience at the convent where she learned about the sister’s deeply 

imbedded faith or from the family at Amita St. Joseph Medical Center 

and their thanksgiving for a matriarch who lived a Christ-filled life. 

Let us realize that no matter where we are, whether it be in a chapel, 

in a church on the street, we must live like Christ. We must share our 

talents as Christ would share them, sacrifice and suffer for the sake of 

the people we are commissioned to serve. Let us do that well, as we 

share this, love, this Erscheinung, this appearance of God’s presence with 

the people that we meet. This is our prayer. 


