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As we begin the final week of the Church’s liturgical year, today we celebrate 
a special feast instituted by Pope Pius XI on December 11, 1925: the feast of 
Christ the King. At its onset, we first celebrated this feast on the last Sunday 
of October. However, since the liturgical reforms of Vatican II, Mother 
Church has changed the date of this celebration, fittingly, to the last week of 
Ordinary Time. 
 
Al comenzar la última semana del año litúrgico de la Iglesia, hoy celebramos 
una fiesta especial instituida por el Papa Pío XI el 11 de diciembre de 1925: 
la fiesta de Cristo Rey. En su inicio, celebramos por primera vez esta fiesta el 
último domingo de octubre. Sin embargo, desde las reformas litúrgicas del 
Vaticano II, la Madre Iglesia ha cambiado la fecha de esta celebración, 
adecuadamente, a la última semana del Tiempo Ordinario. 
 
 
Before I begin today's homily. I wanted to offer prayers for some 

relatives of mine from the Novelli family. Over the last year or so, the 

matriarch of this family has lost her husband, daughter and grandson. 

My Aunt Ida had devoted so much of her life to her husband and kids; 

the husband sacrificed so much by serving Pope Pius XII during World 
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War II and then staying behind in Italy for three years while his wife 

became a US Citizen so that he could provide for the family he was 

committed to serve. I certainly want to pray for all the members of the 

Novelli family; when her grandson died on Christmas Day last year, I 

decided to dedicate a pew of this Church in this family’s honor. Like 

her, I want all of you to know that I am thinking about you, I pray for 

you and certainly love you all in God’s name, knowing full well that if 

we put our hope in God, we then encounter a ray of light in a time a sad 

darkness. 

I want to talk a little bit about hope today, especially because I have 

been discussing this a lot with the students in my “Death and Dying” 

course at the University of St. Francis, in addition to the Poor Clares in 

Minooka where I celebrate Latin Mass and all of you here at the border 

town parishes. During my travels each week, I have been assisting the 

pastor of Historic St. Joseph’s Church in Joliet, Fr. Tim Andrés. St. 

Joseph’s Church was established around 1871. The last parish I served 

was the oldest one in the diocese, St. Patrick’s Church in Joliet. That Irish 
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pastor (Fr. John Plunkett) established over twenty churches in the region 

during the eighteen months he served as pastor – parishes as far north 

as Bensenville, south as Manhattan, west as in Minooka and east to the 

Indiana border. Fr. Plunkett died when his horse ran him into a tree 

branch during the winter of 1859 while he served a Church in Joliet that 

cared for both Irish and German immigrants. Rumor had it that Fr. 

Plunkett carried a bull whip wherever he travelled because he served 

not only as pastor of these parishes but also as the only law enforcement 

that existed in this new frontier. 

Eventually, the German community grew to such a size that they 

split off from the Irish parish in 1852 to form the neighboring Church of 

St. John the Baptist. Less than twenty years later, the Slovenians broke 

off from the Germans and founded Historic St. Joseph Church in 1871. 

St. Joe’s served as the only Church in the city that did not undergo any 

significant changes after Vatican II because the retired pastor of the 

parish had enough influence to keep the bishop away from his parish! 
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By the time Fr. Tim arrived at St. Joe’s, the parish had just closed their 

school and had accumulated over a $1,000,000 debt in the process. The 

people were distraught that their school closed – the building was too 

old to handle a new air conditioning system, which would cost them a 

half a million dollars to install. The empty school building was in dire 

need of renovation (sound familiar to the folks in Momence?). 

The blessing in Fr. Tim’s life was that he was a former high school 

principal, most recently in the functioning Joliet Catholic Academy in 

the city. Fr. Tim was a Carmelite priest who serve a sizable number of 

schools in the country and a great number of alumni supported 

whatever cause Fr. Tim was trying to support. Nevertheless, Fr. Tim 

was confronted with a very daunting task, walking into the church as 

the pastor of this decaying campus.  

Even though the tasks that confronted him were many, Fr. Tim 

benefitted from his alumni base to rid the parish of their debt, install 

that air conditioning system and upgrade the decaying school building 

in a matter of a few years. Spiritually, Fr. Tim was a very staunch 
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advocate to the tradition of the Church and very much follows the 

commandments and the precepts that have been universally accepted in 

the faith (present times notwithstanding). The people of St. Joe’s have 

been very blessed to find a leader who had the influence to pull them 

out of debt and provide a strong spiritual faith in the process. 

In 2016, his personal doctors told Fr. Tim that he needed to undergo 

back surgery that was hampering this priest for some time. In my 

experience, those who encounter back surgery do not often encounter an 

easy road ahead of them and sometimes the surgery does more harm 

than good. In the case of Fr. Tim, the surgery now prevents him from 

putting on his own socks or tying his own shoes. Fr. Tim now suffers 

from circulation issues that has hospitalized him on many occasions. 

Prior to his surgery in 2016, Fr. Tim had difficulties finding priests in 

the area that would celebrate the masses for his faithful because he 

could not function after the surgery; because of his hospitalization, Fr. 

Tim was confined to his bed and was not able to serve his own flock. 
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At that time in my priesthood, I was serving in the neighboring 

parish at St. Patrick’s and I felt badly for the priest and his flock, one Fr. 

Tim served with great dedication. In my response to Fr. Tim’s call for 

help, I ended up spending the next few months celebrating all the 

sacraments at my parish and then going to celebrate all the sacraments 

at his. On Christmas Eve, I took care of the two Masses at St. Pat’s and 

the two Masses at St. Joe’s. I covered all his baptisms and funerals as 

well as those in my own parish.  

However, when you find someone that is really dedicated to the faith 

like this particular Carmelite was, I began to reflect on whether I kept in 

reserve the type of resolve that Fr. Tim had and whether I was strong 

enough to endure like he did. I wondered if I could serve my own 

people with his kind of strength, fortitude, faith, hope and love. For me, 

I encountered an example who was ministering right in front of me who 

lived like Christ, who followed the example of the king of glory by 

making the faith about the people he served instead of himself. 
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Because of Fr. Tim’s example, I keep saying to myself that the 

ministry I offer is never about me… and it certainly is not about him. To 

live the Catholic faith is about letting God work through us to take care 

of the people we are commissioned to serve. As a result of Fr. Tim, his 

parish is thriving. His parish is doing well and his parish does not have 

the worries that they endured years ago concerning their financial plight 

and spiritual emptiness. 

Regarding his own vocation, Fr. Tim made a choice about the 

direction he would journey as a Carmelite. He made a choice to serve a 

community that suffered for so many reasons. In the last parish I served, 

I encountered similar troubles – I was told that the finances were bad, 

the kids were not protected and that the parish needed to start Hispanic 

ministry. To endure and persevere, a good cleric (and baptized 

Christian) needs to pray a great deal, work a great deal and hopefully 

find support among those you serve, which certainly has been the case 

in the ministries I offer. 
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Just like in this area I was replacing one priest who served a parish 

for over twenty-two years and was a legend to the souls at St. Anne’s 

(which I encountered at the last parish I served) and began a ministry at 

St. Patrick’s in Momence that endured many challenges over the last 

two decades, I needed to remind myself of how Fr. Tim channeled the 

life of Christ in what he did so I could do the same in what I do. I have 

learned in my priesthood that all I can do is serve those in front of you 

to the best of your ability and if I step aside to allow God to work 

through me, then wonderful things happen. When I allow God to work 

through me, then the ministry is not about me – it is about God who 

works through me. 

I needed to make the same choice as Fr. Tim – I needed to make that 

sacrifice for the sake of all of you and in God’s name. As a Catholic 

priest, I have made a choice that whatever I get goes back to the parish 

as I serve. That is the gospel message and that is what I am committed to 

do.  
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If you choose to be a parent, if you choose to be a priest, if you choose 

to be anything else, if God is working through you and your cause is to 

let God guide you, then what you do is very holy. This is what I try to 

preach to you, to the people of St. Joe’s, to the Poor Clare sisters at the 

monastery and certainly to the students at the of St. Francis. I tell the 

students in my Death & Dying course that since religion currently is on 

the decline in this world, people in this world often do not reflect on 

what they need to do in this side of life to get to the other side so t5hat 

when the time of death arrives, people are so melancholy that they do 

not celebrate a life well lived that moves on in the journey. 

As I was teaching this to my students at the university, one of them 

began to question me about the largest demographic of religion in the 

United States is growing, namely the “nones” -  N O N E S. The student 

asked me, “Father, what is the difference between a “none” who doesn't 

believe in anything and an atheist or an agnostic? 

I had to pause for a second and think about that question. After a 

little research, the answer with which I responded is that an atheist or 
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agnostic has at least done the courtesy of making a choice after reflection 

to either question God or reject God. A “N O N E” may or may not 

believe in God but is indifferent to getting invested in the kind of life 

that God would want us to live. A none casually might think about faith 

and religion but then in the end, does not focus on their purpose in life 

until often they have reached the end of it. 

For those without a sincere faith, they do not think about being 

accountable for their actions; they do not reflect on the purpose of life 

itself. For this group of people without reflecting on the sense of hope 

that lies on the other side of life, the “none” at times become melancholy 

as a result. The beautiful thing about the Catholic faith is if we 

understand why Jesus became incarnate, lived with us, served us, fed us 

and died for us, we realize that Jesus willingly chose to die so that we 

could live; it was through his death that we find life. 

As Catholics, we know that our bodies eventually are going to stop 

functioning because that was the consequence of Adam and Eve sinning 

in the Garden of Eden. No matter how hard we try, each of us is going 
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to experience the first death that Adam and Eve endured because of 

their sin in which we share. 

We also know that if we have faith, hope, and love, if God is in our 

hearts, if we truly embrace that, then we escape the second death after this 

life on earth, when the body ceases to function, and our souls continue 

on. For people of faith, we find hope even as we encounter the reality of 

death. As people of faith, we learn and know that on the last day, our 

souls and bodies will reunite and we will be with God for the rest of our 

existence, where we will encounter no more death, no more sadness, 

and no more tears. 

Fr. Tim Andrés offered hope to the faithful of Historic St. Joseph's 

Church in Joliet because he serves as a model of that faith to the people 

he serves. I pray that I have Fr. Tim’s strength, knowing full well that 

sometimes I succeed in what I do and sometimes I do not. Nevertheless, 

as we celebrate this last Sunday of the liturgical year, we have been 

taught for thirty-four weeks in Ordinary Time about how the disciples 

did not understand Jesus, nor did they embrace Jesus. At the end of this 
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gospel according to Mark, the disciples ran away from Jesus because 

they were afraid. We have read these lessons from Mark and we know 

these lessons from Mark – we learn that we cannot run away and we 

cannot become ambivalent to the gospel message. We need to make a 

choice in what god is asking us to do. Sometimes these choices are 

difficult; if we allow God to work through us, we then turn ourselves 

over to God and this ministry, acknowledging that if there is success in 

what we do it is not because my will be done but his. 

So I continue on. I learn from the examples of faith that I encounter 

and I continue to work as hard as I can to serve you, always in God’s 

name. because of this, I continue to help Fr. Tim, the Poor Clare Sisters, 

the impressionable minds at the university… and you!!! As long as I 

have the strength and the bishop does not lift the dispensation, I will 

continue to celebrate these masses online – having the time to record 

and produce them is a great undertaking, but the effort is worth the 

strain because this grace is about you and telling you we are extending 

ourselves because we care, because we love you. 
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Please, do not forget this message – we love you in God’s name. Please 

know that whether you understand me or do not understand me, 

whether you agree with me or do not agree with me. I am trying to do 

with Christ is asking me to do, I am trying to allow the Spirit to work 

through me to help all of you. Please understand my sentiments and my 

love. Please do the same for the people that you meet. This is our prayer. 
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