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There are two days this time of year that I really cannot stand – April 

17th (which happens to be “Tax Day”) and, as of recent times, the second 

Sunday of March (Daylight Savings’ Time in the U.S.). It seems in recent 

years, the night before we have to “leap forward” at the beginning of 

Daylight Savings, I sit in my office trying to tackle through the stacks of 

paperwork I have not addressed due to the lack of time during the 

week. I look at this stack of paperwork, determined to plow through the 

night until my desk becomes clean, only to realize that I have one less 

hour to complete the work than I originally thought. And has happened 

this year, 1:59 a.m. jumped to 3:00 a.m. and my workload seemed that 

much heavier. It is then that I throw my arms up in the air and scrap my 

all-nighter, realizing that my truncated sleep was vastly more important 

that any work I was going to complete. 

Yes, I realize that Daylight Savings’ Time is essential in this country 

for the sake of conserving energy. I also realize how my life also seems 



 

Rev. Peter G. Jankowski Page 2 
4th Sunday of Lent - B March 13-14, 2021!

to be predicated by how much light I have with which to work each day. 

Lately in my life, the only thing I revel in the dark is sleep, which is why 

I spend hours in the dark whenever I take a vacation in the parish. There 

are many times in my life when I have reveled for the nighttime hours, 

when the house is peacefully quiet and I encounter my most enjoyable 

time for prayer and reflection. I find that driving at night becomes a 

peaceful experience for me, especially nights in the country when I am 

guided by the stars and a stillness that makes me reflect on the eternal 

Sabbath rest that awaits me if I get my act together in this life. 

And yet, even at night, the most peaceful image I often find is finding 

a small glow inside a darkened house as I am driving by or peering out 

my window. When I see this image, I remind myself that I am not alone 

in this world, that others in the world share with me the joy of staying 

up at night, not because of sinister intentions but because others, too, 

crave the stillness and calm of the evening. 

On this fourth Sunday of Lent, as we remain in the dark of the Lenten 

Season for a few more weeks, we focus on this glow of light that 
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penetrates the darkness of this season, if but for this one weekend. The 

best illustration I could find in my reflection this week is the one glow 

with which all of us can associate, especially from our days of youth. 

The image on which I focused this week was that of a nightlight. 

 How many of us you have used a nightlight in our homes, especially 

from our younger days? How many of us still use a nightlight so that we 

do not trip and fall when we travel through our homes today? I recall 

how I used to love the nightlight. When I was young, the light was my 

protector and friend. I never worried about monsters or scary things, 

because the nightlight gave me peace and security through the darkness. 

But as I got older, my mom started turning the light off. She said to me, 

“You’re a big boy now; you don’t need a nightlight. Besides,” she would 

conclude practically, “it’s a waste of electricity to leave the light on at 

night.” 

I guess that as we grow older, we try to wean ourselves from our 

childhood customs and fears, but in a sense, our faith lives cannot live 

without it – we need that light more than ever. Throughout our lives, 



 

Rev. Peter G. Jankowski Page 4 
4th Sunday of Lent - B March 13-14, 2021!

God has tried to give us this light, but we have refused it. In our reading 

from 2nd Chronicles today, the writer shows how from the reign of Saul 

through after the exile, God time and time again gave us opportunities 

to live in this light of his protection and yet, we constantly turned away. 

And I have no claim to be a big fan of the Book of Chronicles – neither 

the first or second books are on the top of my reading lists (the Prayer of 

Jabez notwithstanding). However, today’s first reading mentions two 

locations where evil took place some four thousand years ago, two very 

holy locations where God’s chosen people resided: Jerusalem and 

Babylon. As you might know, Jerusalem is right in the heart of Israel. As 

you might now know, Babylon is right in the heart of modern day Iraq. 

Four thousand years ago or so, the lands that God gave us, these sacred 

locations were the places where wars and violence often erupted. Four 

thousand years later, we have not learned the lessons of those who 

preceded us. The wars and violence continue, both there and in other 

lands. The presence of darkness, sin and concupiscence does not seem to 
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have dwindled in a land where our Lord constantly attempts to shed his 

light. 

Our gospel tells us today that Christ is the light and that if we accept 

the light, it will never go away. However, some refuse to live in light 

and would rather focus on the sin of their lives. They would rather not 

seek forgiveness but rest on the sin. They would not accept God’s love 

but rather dog us in condemnation. The fact is, there are people in the 

world who would rather live in the dark of concupiscence and sin than 

ever strive to bask in the light of faith. 

In this light (no pun intended), I think to myself that if Jesus stood in 

our midst today, how would we address the sins that plague our world 

in today’s age? Have we progressed enough in four thousand or two 

thousand years to show the Lord how we have changed significantly in 

the world of faith or the world of love? In many ways, I wonder if the 

darkness that plagued those of the Old and New Testament should have 

been lifted by now – we are a resurrection people who recognize Christ 

as our Messiah and know the plan of salvation. 



 

Rev. Peter G. Jankowski Page 6 
4th Sunday of Lent - B March 13-14, 2021!

The great stains of sin in the world still remains, and I suppose that 

as long as Satan walks the streets and villages of our world, this stain 

will always be present. As we are guaranteed that Daylight Savings’ 

Time will never overcome the inevitable darkness of the night, Satan 

seems to find a home in our hearts through his ability. Somehow, the 

stains of sex, drugs, violence and the like have not gone away after all 

these years.  

And still, even with all these evils that plague us, we still encounter 

our hope in this God, this light, who has not yet given up on us, who 

recognizes us as sinners on the road to redemption. And while many in 

the world are calling out for blood against those who do wrong (and in 

some way, all of us are called out for blood), our Lord’s response is that 

passage from John 3:16, the one that is displayed at ball games and 

street signs all over the world: For God so loved the world that he gave his 

only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might not perish but might 

have eternal life. 
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One great symbol that we have in the Season of Lent is the purple 

clothing and purple decorations around the church. The color purple 

represents the darkness and the fact that we are stuck in sin without the 

help of God. In Easter, we shift from purple vestments to those of white, 

a symbol of purity and innocence, a symbol of Christ’s resurrection and 

love. 

But today, we wear the color rose, a color that symbolized the dawn 

of the day. During the dawn, the sky is mixed with both the light and 

the darkness. We can see but we know that the day will get much 

clearer. For us, in our human experience, that we are living in what can 

be called the dawn of our humanity, a time where we try to pull out of 

the darkness and focus on the light. Today especially, we see the dawn 

in these rose garments, a mixture of the purple and white, and ask 

ourselves if we are rejoicing or if we are turning away from that for 

which we should rejoice. 

Especially this weekend, we realize that the blueprint for the road to 

the Kingdom of Heaven is laid out for us, as clear as daylight. To enter 
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the life of God we must first live the life of love. And to live the life of 

love, we must learn to live like Christ, to treat our land as sacred and to 

treat each other as sacred. And at times, we learn the lesson well by the 

way we help and pray for our brothers and sisters. And at times, we 

fight over Babylon and Jerusalem, we fight over Iraq and Israel over 

and over and over again. 

So the challenge we must face on this Laetare (or “Rejoice”) Sunday is 

whether we turn on our faiths, whether we attempt to look for God in 

this world, or if we turn the nightlight off every time that God tries to 

build a relationship with us. On this Laetare Sunday, we are given a 

choice, represented by the rose vestments that we wear. We are given a 

choice whether to live in the light of Christ or to remain in the darkness. 

The choice was given to our ancestors and it has been given to us. The 

question is whether we choose to follow the commandments and ways 

of God or whether we resign ourselves to living the way that has led us 

into war and violence. Whether in the Middle East or next door, the 
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answer to our calling must be to love our neighbor, even the ones who 

treat us the worst. The calling must focus on our love of God. 

For God loved this world so much that he gave us this Son, this light, so that 

all who believe in Him might not perish, but rather live. If we want to escape 

from the darkness of sin and enter the eternal Easter, we must allow 

God to condition us to see the light. May we understand the 

ramifications of making such a change and put this change in action 

within today’s age. This is our prayer. 


