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Preached on Holland America’s MS Eurodam on an Alaskan Cruise. 

A few years ago before my ordination as a priest, I was sitting in a 

family restaurant alone in the middle of the afternoon in an attempt to 

find solace in the world while I was working on a term paper for school. 

I used to find restaurants wonderfully quiet places where I could reflect 

on the day’s events and while catching up on my reading and 

recuperating. 

While I was eating in my own private corner this one particular day, I 

all of a sudden noticed two big, wide eyes staring right at me, covered 

by a mop of hair and a youthful, mischievous grin. It was at that point 

that I realized my quiet afternoon had come to an end. 

I glanced over at the booth and noticed that a young mother was 

attempting to eat her lunch while her three kids were crawling under 
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the table, ordering food that mom knew they weren’t going to eat, 

having the time of their lives. I spent the next few minutes watching this 

version of controlled mayhem, with the kids smiling and the mom 

looking exhausted, and as they left the restaurant like a small tornado 

making way, I had recognized that as crazy as that experience was, the 

three kids and mom spent that time together as a family, doing 

something together and very worthwhile. For me, every time I see 

something like this, whether it be at a restaurant or at the ball field or 

wherever, I can’t help but think, “now there is a dedicated mom, 

someone with whom I would trust with kids.” 

The same thing applies to your local car mechanic. Your car has a 

broken distributor. You take it to a mechanic you have gone to for years. 

The mechanic looks at the distributor, tears it apart, gets nicked here 

and there, grease under the nails, the whole shot, and in the end, the 

mechanic fixes the problem at a decent price and you walk out of the 

shop satisfied. And you think, “now there is a good mechanic, someone 

whom I would trust with my car.” 
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You go to a doctor’s office. The receptionist at the front desk greets 

you with a smile. There are four other people in the office waiting their 

turn to see the doctor and the receptionist patiently listens to the needs 

of each person waiting. You realize that despite the craziness that is 

taking place all around them, the receptionist keeps their composure 

and treats you with dignity and respect not because it is their job but 

because you realize that they actually care. When I see someone like 

that, I can’t help but think, “now there is a good receptionist, one who 

probably treats everyone they meet with the same kind of care as they 

did for me.” 

In each case, I began to think that there existed a certain love in each 

of these people’s lives that went beyond the basic responsibilities that 

they were expected to do on their jobs and vocations. You can recognize 

the love that people have for their work or for family or for the advance 

of science without ever having to ask them about it. 

The problem with the English language, though, is that we use the 

word “love” in such a generic way that the same word we apply to a 
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man and wife who commit themselves to each other for life is the same 

word we use for our desire of a piece of chocolate cake. We use the 

word in so many different ways that sometimes the meaning of the 

word gets diluted in our speech without us even recognizing it. 

In the classical Greek, there are four levels of expression for the word 

of love. Storge is a familial type of love expressed between brother and 

sister; philia denotes a love of friendship between two non-related 

persons. Eros is seen as an erotic type of love that we often us in a 

negative context. 

The last type of love, called agape in Greek or dilectio in Latin, is the 

type of love that Jesus describes in today’s gospel when he challenges us 

to be disciples by offering this agape-like love to one another. When 

describing this type of love, St. Thomas defined agape as a reflection of 

divine love which desires to love over being loved. St. Augustine reflects 

that sentiment in his prayer of peace: “it is in giving that we receive, it is 

in pardoning that we are pardoned, and it is in dying that we are born 

to eternal life.” 
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In his book The Four Loves, C. S. Lewis describes each of the types of 

love that I have just described, reinforcing the divine presence in the 

love of agape. He states that this agape love is the bond between God 

and us which puts all the other loves into focus. He continues by stating 

that through this love, everything in the world begins to make sense and 

has perspective, since we begin to see the world through God’s eyes and 

thus begin to understand our role in the world and what we need to do 

to reflect that love to others. 

In the English language, we differentiate this type of love from others 

by using the term “charity” in love’s place. By using the word “charity,” 

we recognize that God is involved in this language of love and that our 

love reflects God’s love in heaven. Thus, when we pray “thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven,” we make a promise to God to live this 

agape-life of charity by sacrificing ourselves to others as God has done 

for us. We recognize that by putting our neighbor ahead of ourselves, by 

making our spouses and our children the true priority of life, we are 
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able to see that we are God’s children and that God has made us the 

priority over everything else in creation. 

Today happens to be Mother’s Day in the United States, a time to 

recognize the moms who have made their families their priority in life. 

It is a time to recognize the important role that mom and dad plays in 

our families and to encourage them to see this divine presence in their 

homes. For only when we put this agape-life of charity at the first 

position in our lives are we able to see this presence of God in our own 

life and recognize that through our lives, we model the reflection of God 

in this world. 

Let us acknowledge our mothers by loving them today in the same 

way that they have loved us. Let us look at our moms and say to 

ourselves, there is the model of charity in our home. Let us model the 

life of charity in the world so that God may call us disciples, people of a 

Christian faith devoted to offering this agape-like charity to one 

another. This is our prayer. 


