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Is 43: 16-21 
Ps 126: 1-2, 2-3, 3-4, 4-5, 6 
Phil 3: 8-14 
Jn 8: 1-11

 
 

Sometime back in the mail, I received a distressing letter from one of 

my priest friends, “Fr. John,” who has decided to leave the ordained 

ministry this year. As I read his letter, I understood his rationale behind 

the words he wrote. He stated that the priesthood today is a very 

difficult vocation (tell me what vocation isn’t), since many people do not 

have or even give respect to the men who choose to make this way of 

life their vocation. He implied that at the parish level, even in his own 

house, he has struggled to see the joys in his priestly ministry. In his 

own words, Fr. John states, 

 
My years of ministry had many wonderful experiences in bringing 
people closer to God and I learned from those people how God 
works in all our lives. It also had its moments of frustration and 
difficulty, common in everyone’s life, and some uniquely related to 
priestly ministry today. 
 
There is no doubt the Church and priesthood have changed. The 
priesthood is quite troubled and its identity creates doubts. Ours 
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used to be considered an honorable profession. The question I had to 
face was whether or not to continue to serve in this ministry for the 
rest of my life. At this time, I choose to explore another career choice. 
I ask for your prayers and offer you mine as well. 
 
 
Mis años de ministerio tuvieron muchas experiencias maravillosas 
para acercar a las personas a Dios y aprendí de ellas cómo funciona 
Dios en todas nuestras vidas. También tuvo momentos de frustración 
y dificultad, comunes en la vida de todos y algunos relacionados 
únicamente con el ministerio sacerdotal de hoy. 
 
No hay duda de que la Iglesia y el sacerdocio han cambiado. El 
sacerdocio está bastante turbado y su identidad genera dudas. La 
nuestra solía ser considerada una profesión honorable. La pregunta 
que tenía que enfrentar era si continuar o no servir en este ministerio 
por el resto de mi vida. En este momento, elijo explorar otra opción 
de carrera. Pido tus oraciones y te ofrezco las mías también. 
 
 
In many ways, I empathize with the letter I have received. I have felt 

the pains that John has experienced in ministry. In every type of 

ministry in which I am involved, there are joys and struggles that 

accompany those ministries. At times, people have shown disrespect to 

Christ when they disrespect the one who has been ordained to fulfill the 

office of Christ. Both classmates that were ordained with me in 1996 

have also left the priesthood, leaving me as the sole member of that class 
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left in the diocese. Because of the stance I have taken in order to protect 

children in the diocese, I have had to deal with struggles of my own, 

knowing that my so-called “crisis” is more about the consequences from 

doing what I have done to protect kids rather than what I have failed to 

do. So it goes when you follow the life of sacrifice outlined in the gospel. 

As I reflected on the manner in which I live my priestly ministry, I 

think about the grace-filled moments I have encountered just this last 

week alone as a Catholic priest. Each week, I have an opportunity to 

visit a family in Oswego who lives on a farm and really dedicates their 

lives for the sake of each other. The matriarch of this family died a few 

years ago; the father suffers from cancer and dementia. One of the 

daughters sacrificed her job and personal well-being to take care of her 

father; the other daughter spends a great deal of time at the house as 

well. The family members and I have a great deal of time to talk about 

their predicament; the stay-at-home daughter realized that one day the 

daughters would be without their father and the time they both spend 

with dad now is a vocation for them, a vocation to give back to the 
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father the love that he and his wife gave both of their daughters 

throughout their own lives. 

As you might know, I teach classes at various universities throughout 

the country. Locally, I offer an online course on the New Testament and 

an introductory course for nursing students fulfilling their theology 

requirement. Sometimes I wonder how effective my ministry is for the 

sake of these students. I say that and then, last weekend, one of those 

students I taught (who attends Mass at the convent where I live) was 

just ordained a deacon for the diocese of Joliet, in preparation for his 

priesthood ordination next year. Some other students in those theology 

courses have expressed an interest in serving as a priest or religious. 

Whether they continued on that path or not I do not know; what I do 

know is that I have an obligation out of love to support whatever 

vocational path they choose, as long as that path responds to the call 

given to them by God. 
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Recently, one of those students wrote to me, considering a return to 

the faith that she left some years ago. If I can be so bold as to quote this 

letter… 

 
Hello Father Jankowski, 
 
… I am emailing you for advice and possible help. I was baptized 
Catholic and throughout my life I have moved from a Catholic 
Chreaster (attending church on Christmas and Easter), to being 
confirmed Lutheran, to moving around different non-denominational 
Christian churches to try and find myself in a church. Since I have 
started taking your class… I have actually been wanting to rediscover 
myself in the Catholic religion that I started in, but I am rather scared 
just because of how late of a start I am getting. I have had people tell 
me that it’s no big deal for a 20-year-old girl to have a first 
communion, but I do not know how to get myself started again. 
 
I have had many bad experiences with churches and just not feeling 
comfortable in them and was wondering if you had any advice on 
where to start. Do I have to go to church to get myself comfortable 
with the Catholic religion, or is there a Getting Back to Catholicism 
for Dummies book that you’d recommend I start reading. I guess I’m 
just asking if, as a Father, you’ve had older people come to you 
asking where to start, or if most people start when they are young. Is 
it too late for me to renew my vows to God and to be able to step into 
a Catholic church and accept the body and blood of Christ. I’m sorry 
for the long email, I’ve just been curious for a long time and I believe 
I am truly ready to take my first steps. 
 
Father Jankowski, 
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I am excited to start, so I am actually going to attend church for my 
first time in a long time, but my first whole Catholic mass tomorrow 
will take place this weekend. I am so excited to take my first steps 
and already feel so much pressure lifted off of my shoulders just 
accepting that I am about to step into one of the safest places on this 
Earth! Thank you so much, I really appreciate your time and your 
guidance! 
 
 
Hola Padre Jankowski, 
 
... Te estoy enviando un correo electrónico para pedirle consejo y 
posible ayuda. Fui bautizado como católico y durante toda mi vida 
he pasado de ser un Chreaster católico (que asistía a la iglesia en 
Navidad y Pascua), a ser luterano confirmado, a moverme por 
diferentes iglesias cristianas no confesionales para tratar de 
encontrarme en una iglesia. Desde que empecé a tomar su clase ... en 
realidad, he querido redescubrirme en la religión católica en la que 
empecé, pero estoy bastante asustada solo por lo tarde que estoy 
empezando. Algunas personas me han dicho que no es gran cosa 
para una niña de 20 años tener una primera comunión, pero no sé 
cómo empezar de nuevo. 
 
He tenido muchas malas experiencias con las iglesias y simplemente 
no me sentía cómodo en ellas y me preguntaba si tenía algún consejo 
sobre dónde empezar. ¿Tengo que ir a la iglesia para sentirme 
cómodo con la religión católica, o hay un libro de Regreso al 
catolicismo para tontos que me recomendarían para empezar a leer? 
Supongo que solo estoy preguntando si, como padre, ha habido 
personas mayores que vienen a usted preguntando por dónde 
empezar, o si la mayoría de las personas comienzan cuando son 
jóvenes. ¿Es demasiado tarde para renovar mis votos a Dios y poder 
entrar en una iglesia católica y aceptar el cuerpo y la sangre de 
Cristo? Lo siento por el largo correo electrónico, solo he estado 
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curioso durante mucho tiempo y creo que estoy realmente listo para 
dar mis primeros pasos. 
 
Padre Jankowski, 
 
Tengo muchas ganas de empezar, así que en realidad voy a asistir a 
la iglesia por primera vez en mucho tiempo, pero mi primera misa 
católica mañana tendrá lugar este fin de semana. ¡Estoy tan 
emocionada de dar mis primeros pasos y ya siento tanta presión 
levantada de mis hombros solo por aceptar que estoy a punto de 
entrar en uno de los lugares más seguros de esta Tierra! ¡Muchas 
gracias, realmente aprecio tu tiempo y tu guía! 
 
 
One last example. A family I have known very well during time at 

my last parish have kept communication with me during the joys and 

difficulties of their life. One woman in the family is dating a former 

catechist who was/is a great leader in my former parish. Her sister and 

husband have been active members of this parish community as well. 

Friends of theirs invited me to their house last week for lots of grilled 

meats and, more importantly, time to allow my dog to expend all of her 

energy. 

Concerning this family, one of their members has been struggling 

through a custody battle that is never easy for a child. In my priesthood, 
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the most difficult aspect of what I encounter is seeing a child suffer for 

any reason, whether it be inside or outside the womb. So when this 

family asks me for prayers during this custody battle, I pray just as 

much for the suffering child as I do for the child’s parents. Too many 

times this last week alone have I read about all kinds of stories about 

child abuse and child suffering from so many different angles. No child 

should have to suffer because of the actions of someone else (no child 

should have to suffer at all). That said, this struggling family who have 

communicated with me has been very appreciative of the prayers from 

both the communities whom I have asked to pray for them during this 

extremely difficult time... and from me as well. 

Over the last week alone, I encountered so many God-filled moments 

that I couldn’t help but think how graced I have been as a priest. As I 

thought about Fr. John’s letter concerning him leaving the priesthood, I 

reflected on all the “Exodus” experiences I have encountered 

throughout my own life, the type of experiences that the prophet Isaiah 

describes in our first reading today. There are times when we lose our 
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focus in ministry and begin to think more about what the perks of the 

ministry (or the lack thereof) rather than the grace that flows from its 

sufferings, which is the result of any vocation that is called into the 

service of another. 

I think about the persecution that ministers encounter while 

proclaiming the gospel, the same kind that Christ encountered in our 

gospel reading today, as a group of false prophets challenged our Lord 

by placing a supposedly grave sinner in his midst. I think about the false 

prophets that I have encountered in my life, about the temptations to 

steer from the gospel message, those things that have driven me down 

and so on. I think that as bad as I have had it at times, it infinitely pales 

in comparison to the pain and suffering that Christ endured during his 

agony in the garden and the passion and death experience he suffered 

and we recall during Holy Week and at every Mass we attend. 

Through all of these reflections, I also couldn’t help but think about 

how difficult it can be to be married or to be a parent. Every vocation in 

life has its high and low points. Every parent is a parent from the 
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moment a child is conceived until death and beyond. Even if a parent is 

80 and their child is 60, the parent is still caring for the child as a young 

lamb. There is no Christian ministry that is easy to live and the ministry 

we choose will always have its peaks and valleys. 

In our first reading today, Isaiah alludes to an Exodus that leads us to 

a New Jerusalem, one where this grace becomes ever-present in the 

things that we do and in the ministry that we experience. When I am 

involved in my duties as an ordained priest, the moments of grace 

reveal a presence of God that takes one to this new Promised Land. I see 

the presence of Christ through the sacrifices I have made. As a parent 

glows over their love for a child and is willing to endure the hardships 

associated with the vocation, I feel the same way in the moments of 

ministry I encounter as a priest with the faithful every day I offer the 

sacraments to them in God’s name. 

I am honored to be a priest. I love serving the community to which I 

am assigned. The life of a priest is very difficult and can be a very lonely 

and segregated one, but the life of grace makes the pains worthwhile. 
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I ask you to pray for Fr. John today and all who struggle in their 

vocations. Especially in this Season of Lent, may we all give thanks to 

God for the ministries that God has given to us. Let us live out these 

ministries to the fullest. Let us serve and love others with the same grace 

that God has showered upon us in our own lives. This is our prayer. 


