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Sir 27:5-8 
Ps 92:2-3, 13-14, 15-16 
1 Cor 15:54-58 
Lk 6:39-45

 
 

To be completely honest with you, I am quite excited to preach on 

this Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time while we are focused on the Cycle 

C readings and the gospel of Luke. I have only preached twice on these 

specific readings once in my twenty-three years as a priest (in 2001 and 

2019). That said, we will pass through this particular set of readings six 

of the next seven times we pass through Cycle C readings. The only 

problem is that the weekend before Lent when we celebrate this 

particular Sunday feast, the bishop of Joliet usually replaces the homily 

with one for The Catholic Ministries Appeal. Had I not celebrated Mass for 

the Poor Clares this Sunday, I may never have preached for these 

particular Sunday readings for the rest of my life! 

 (As a side note, I have never crossed paths with the readings for the 

Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time from the “C” Cycle – the next time this 

will occur will be in 2079, prior to my one hundred fourteenth 
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birthday… if I make it that far in life! Perhaps this might be a good time 

to focus on those readings sometime, just because.) 

A few years ago at my former parish, a few staff members asked if it 

were possible to renovate the back, fenced-in patio of our rectory. 

Because it had fallen into disrepair, my staff thought it best to renovate 

the patio, for my benefit and for those that were to follow me at St. 

Patrick’s. (The one item from the patio that the staff insisted I take with 

me is the bench that sits in front of the house where I currently live). 

So in the patio, my maintenance folks 

decided to clean up the grassy areas, add 

an area with gravel for the sake of the dog 

and then plant a tree in the patio to 

provide shade for anyone sitting there. My 

father suggested that we plant a “dwarf 

flowering pear tree” in the patio, with its 

easily manageable branches and the fact 

that it only grows eight feet high. 
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The problem with this type of tree is that it requires a great deal of 

maintenance. The manner in which you mulch around it, provide it 

nutrients and trim the decaying and rotted branches requires constant 

love and care. My father also suggested that, because the tree we 

purchased was so young, that a rope be tied to the tree and secured to 

the garage wall, so that the winds and other elements that would affect 

its direction of growth would prevent the tree from tilting, sagging or 

growing at an undesirable angle. 

In my reflection of today’s readings, the analogy of the dwarf 

flowering pear tree could be applied to most facets of life, especially in 

regard to our Christian formation. Have we not been reading 

throughout this week from the Book of Sirach the manner in which we 

should conduct ourselves, growing well in the parameters established 

for good living and then continuously maintaining and cultivating our 

faith lives, like a well-preserved tree, so that what comes from the tree is 

pleasing to the eye and to the soul, always in a spiritual way? 
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Since we have just covered the Book of Sirach this last week, I 

thought it appropriate to summarize it with the help of the USCCB 

website, which offers the following summary of this deutero-canonical 

book… 

 
The author (of Sirach), a sage who lived in Jerusalem, was thoroughly 
imbued with love for the wisdom tradition, and also for the law, 
priesthood, Temple and divine worship. As a wise and experienced 
observer of life, he addressed himself to his contemporaries with the 
motive of helping them to maintain religious faith and integrity through 
study of the books sacred to the Jewish tradition. 
 
The book contains numerous well-crafted maxims, grouped by affinity, 
and dealing with a variety of subjects such as the individual, the family 
and the community in their relations with one another and with God. It 
treats of friendship, education, poverty and wealth, laws, religious 
worship, and many other matters that reflect the religious and social 
customs of the time. 
 
 
El autor (de Eclesiástico), un sabio que vivía en Jerusalén estaba 
completamente imbuido del amor por la tradición de sabiduría, y 
también por la ley, el sacerdocio, el templo y la adoración divina. Como 
un observador sabio y experimentado de la vida, se dirigió a sus 
contemporáneos con el motivo de ayudarlos a mantener la fe e 
integridad religiosas a través del estudio de los libros sagrados para la 
tradición judía. 
 
El libro contiene numerosas máximas bien elaboradas, agrupadas por 
afinidad y que tratan una variedad de temas como el individuo, la 
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familia y la comunidad en sus relaciones entre sí y con Dios. Se trata de 
la amistad, la educación, la pobreza y la riqueza, las leyes, el culto 
religioso y muchos otros asuntos que reflejan las costumbres religiosas y 
sociales de la época. 
 
 

As we conclude with these readings from Sirach and 1 Corinthians 

prior to the start of our Lenten Season, perhaps this might be a good 

time to return to the basics of the faith we have been taught, to ask 

ourselves whether the manner in which we conduct our lives are filled 

with that gift of “wisdom” (knowledge that travels beyond the sensible 

world and into the life of God and our ultimate destiny). As we learn in 

the scriptures, if we put our faith in God, if we take constant care of that 

relationship, reminding ourselves of the gift of life the Lord provided 

for us and the manner in which we maintain it, if we cultivate it, nourish 

it and allow it to grow according to God’s direction, it is then we realize 

that no matter what elements may befall us, no matter what temptations 

or sins that try to lead us away from our eternal reward, that Christ 

carries us and directs us like a tree tied to a foundation that will never 

give way. 
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Is this not the theme of 1 Corinthians, a theme with which we begin 

every liturgical Cycle of Ordinary Time? Does not St. Paul instruct us 

that if we are cultivated with the theological virtues of faith, hope and 

Christian charity, that human death cannot conquer us because with 

God’s protection, we will escape the second death of faith and be with 

the author of life por los siglos de los siglos? Is this not the reason that, in 

Paul’s letter to the Romans, this Apostle to the Gentiles tells that nothing 

will separate us from the love of God, if we hold fast to the faith that 

God has given us and that all things, including the law, are sifted 

through the sieve of Christian charity, which is reinforced by the first 

reading at today’s Mass? 

In a few days, we begin the Lenten Season with the sign of ashes, 

reminding ourselves that without a life rooted in God, we return to the 

dust from which we are made. In this Season of Lent, we return to the 

story of Exodus and our inability to escape the pains of slavery without 

the help of the divine. We learn in the Season of Lent that time and time 

again we have sinned in human history and need to re-cultivate our 
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relationship with the Lord so that we are properly directed towards the 

life of sacrifice, formed in the life of Christ as he models for us through 

the image of sacrifice and mercy. 

For all these reasons, especially in these cold winter days that often 

can bring harsh conditions to those things we try to maintain, we must 

rededicate ourselves to the life of Christ, which serves as a lifeline 

towards the way we are called to live. The image of the rope, of the 

incarnation, of the baptism, of the washing of the feet, of the feeding at 

the altar and of the death on the cross and the resurrection from the 

tomb, serve as a guide for cultivating our faith and forming us in the 

manner in which we can find direction towards the path to heaven. 

Maybe today would be a good day for an examination of conscience, 

a self-reflection (so to speak), so that we can reflect on the manner in 

which we are living and the manner in which we allow to the Lord to 

guide us. We cannot produce good fruit is the tree is malnourished; we 

cannot grow well in faith if our lives are not well-cultivated, rooted in 

the scriptures and the tradition of the Church. 
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With whatever resource that can helps us on this journey of faith, 

maybe today, the Lord’s day, would be a good opportunity to reflect on 

how God directs us in life and whether we follow that direction. This 

would be a good way to prepare ourselves for the Season of Lent, the 

season of sacrifice and mercy. 

Let us not discard Sirach’s warning in our first reading. Let us work 

hard to grow in faith. Let us bring our faith around the altar and share it 

with the people that we meet. This is our prayer. 
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