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Rev. Peter G. Jankowski 
August 15, 2021

Rev 11:19; 12: 1-6, 10 
Ps 45: 10, 11, 12, 16 
1 Cor 15: 20-26 
Lk 1: 39-56 

 
 
 

Being a person that was raised in the country, I very much appreciate 

being assigned rural parishes. A lot of times diocesan priests do not 

want to come out to the country. Usually, diocesan priests are assigned 

in country parishes either because they are up getting there in age, or 

they are placed in their last assignment before retirement or priests like 

me who have been trying to protect children are getting cancelled or 

silenced because they rock the ecclesial boat. 

That said, being assigned to a country parish is a blessed thing for 

me. As a person raised in the country, I know how wonderful it is to 

serve folks that others have neglected because country parishes are not 

assignments that help you climb the ecclesial ladder or give one 

notoriety in life. Here in the country, the farmers and families who live 

here just want to live a nice, quiet life where life is without pressures or 
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pretentiousness. In the rural areas, you find farm stands that sell their 

produce on the “honor system,” where someone stops to buy fruits and 

vegetables and is trusted to throw a couple of bucks in a can for the 

produce they buy. Rural communities are not polluted by city lights in 

the sky so that at night, the residents have a clear view of the stars and 

the sky without noise or city clutter. 

Yes, country life is free of pretentiousness and noise; life on the farm 

normally is beautiful, peaceful and quiet. Scripture and the saints speak 

volumes about how God speaks most clearly in the silence. What does 

St. Teresa of Calcutta say? She is quoted as saying “God speaks in the 

silence of the heart. Listening is the beginning of prayer.” There is no 

better place to find silence than in these rural communities where life is 

peaceful; it is calm and it is not distracted by the way of politics and the 

way of corruption. Life in the country is very quiet, contemplative and it 

is very meditative being out here in St. Anne’s where I celebrate these 

online masses. 

A couple of miles down the street from St. Anne on Wichert Road (in 

the middle of nowhere) is an old school building that was closed 
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because of lack of enrollment. 

Deacon Roberto Rivas and his wife 

Ana purchased that school building 

in the middle of nowhere some years 

ago and converted it into a retreat 

house, right in the middle of this 

quiet, contemplative setting.  

Now the retreat house is nothing 

special on the inside. At the retreat 

center, Ana and Roberto offered 

Spanish retreats for all kinds of 

special folks, and before Deacon Roberto passed away, they both had 

done the best they could with what they purchased on Wichert Road. 

Inside the building is nothing special but outside that house is one of the 

most beautiful spectacles of prayer you can find of our lady of 

Guadalupe that you will ever see. Not many know about this grotto 

outside of those associated with this ministry; the grotto is unheralded 

in it is unknown and is absolutely spectacular. 



!

Rev. Peter G. Jankowski Page 4 
The Assumption August 15, 2021 

During COVID, I was celebrating numerous outdoor Masses at this 

grotto. In this setting dedicated to Our Lady of Guadalupe, I was 

celebrating funerals and baptisms and all kinds of other sacraments. 

This last month, at this grotto I celebrated a baptism and a presentation 

for a member of our Hispanic Community as well. St. Anne’s did not 

record baptisms or weddings or years but suddenly, we are celebrating 

about a dozen baptisms and a few weddings this year in our 

community, both at the parish and at Camino y Esperanza Retreat House. I 

was talking to the mayor of St. Anne about this – if you really want a 

beautiful location to celebrate sacraments in the country, there is no 

better location than at St. Anne’s Church (and St. Patrick’s Church is 

another hidden gem as well!). 

At Camino y Esperanza, I had talked to Ana Rivas and I made a deal 

with her. I said to her, “I’ll tell you what I’ll do. I will come and 

celebrate whatever Masses you want.” I do not like charging for these 

sacraments because making a buck is not what the priesthood is 

supposed to be about; a priest is supposed to save souls. My deal with 

Ana is that I would celebrate Masses at the retreat house free of charge 
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and, in return, Ana and her group would come and play at our 12:00 

noon Mass in Spanish at St. Patrick’s, right now the only choir that we 

have singing at our parishes. 

Because we both have made this deal, everyone in the community 

benefits. Suddenly, we are receiving phone calls to celebrate all kinds of 

sacraments. We have received numerous phone calls for parents who 

wish to have their children baptized and presented in the church, for 

weddings and Quinceañeras to be celebrated and for all kinds of souls 

to receive God’s grace, all because of that grotto and that choir who 

have devoted themselves in the name of the Blessed Mother and her 

son, the Savior of the world. 

That passage from Luke 1: 38 means the world to me and the families 

in our rural community: “I am the handmaid of the Lord; let it be done 

to me according to thy word.” That passage serves as the most 

important line uttered by the most important saint that we have 

encountered in the Church. We know that the Blessed Mother infinitely 

pales in comparison infinitely to her Son, our Lord, but our Blessed 

Mother was born without sin; she was the first tabernacle of the New 
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Testament. This Blessed Mother lived on earth without corruption and, 

as a result, she was the one who was assumed body and soul into 

heaven. 

On this feast of the Assumption, we learn to follow that example of 

trying to live like a saint, to be a servant of the Lord like the Blessed 

Mother was. Each of us realize (including myself) that we often fail in 

the path of sainthood and, as a result, each of our bodies is corruptible 

as a result of that Original Sin in which we share with all of humanity. 

We also learn that if we dedicate our lives to be like the Blessed Mother, 

to live like a saint, then maybe we, too, might be cleaned for our own 

transgressions and God might find mercy to allow us into the kingdom 

of heaven. 

With that in mind, I try to help over at the retreat house and do what 

I can to be a good servant of God, inspired by Mary’s example and how 

that example inspired a Christian married couple to offer that grace to 

the folks in our Hispanic Community. 

Last year for the Our Lady of Guadalupe celebrations on December 

12th, the folks at Camino y Esperanza held an outdoor mass where I had 
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the opportunity to celebrate an outdoor Mass in thirty-degree weather 

and a nice drizzle, while blessing the horses and their caballeros who 

fought the cold weather to receive this blessing. For them, this blessing 

was so important, which is why I offered this blessing for them… and 

try to offer this blessing for all of you. This ministry I am called to offer 

is about extending myself out to them and to you. Each of us (according 

to our calling) are asked to servants to all those we encounter, because  

each person we encounter is important, whether they be from the 

country or the city – each one of you is sacred and important to us. 

Please know that we are called to offer this grace in the name of Jesus 

in the name of the patrons who inspire these parishes. If we learn what 

it is like to humble ourselves like Christ, who humbled himself as the 

greatest example of servanthood on that cross, then we learn why our 

Blessed Mother did the same for the sake of her son. Let us give thanks 

to Mary’s example of faith. Let us give thanks to the example of faith 

offered by our Savior. Let’s model that faith in the way we minister to 

the people that we need. This is our prayer. 


