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Two events this last week served as my inspiration for this 

weekend’s homily. I guess last Sunday at the St. Anne 9:00 Mass, Fr. Ray 

Lescher called to inform me that your beloved boiler shut down and that 

it was a little bit on the cold side here in the church. Is that right? I guess 

he told you all to keep your coats on and stay nice and toasty warm 

while we would get the boiler fixed. I guess the boiler got fixed in the 

afternoon and everything is working fine now. I also have to tell you 

that boilers and air conditioners were the bane to my existence at my 

last parish; the climate system took a great deal of time for me to 

address the first four years of my last assignment. 

The second event took place over at St. Pat’s this last week. One day, 

I got a call this week from the mother of Matthew Gibson, a resident 

from Good Shepherd Manor who passed away at age 57. 
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The funeral was yesterday over the parish and his mother wanted me 

to make sure that we left up all the Christmas decorations for Matthew’s 

funeral. His mother wanted to have that spirit of Christmas still in the 

church for her son’s funeral. I talked to the people at the parish and they 

were kind enough to leave up all the decorations for the sake of the 

family. 

It dawned on me that an event once took place in my life that 

connected those two separate incidents that I encountered this last 

week. Two years ago (around this same time), the mother of my father’s 

wife passed away in a city called Borek, a city south of Poznan, which is 

about an hour or so south of Warsaw. As was the case two years ago, 

my dad still is in the throes of cancer; it is not going well. The one 

kidney he has left is giving out on him and the cancer has now reached 

my father’s lymph nodes. For the last few years, my dad’s wife has been 

driving my father from one hospital to another in order to visit all of his 

doctors, because Maria has been so devoted to taking care of the 

husband. 
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So two years 

ago, I flew to 

Poland to take part 

in the funeral for 

Maria’s mother. The 

church was called, 

“Our Lady of 

Consolation Church,” which was built by an Italian architect in 1635, 

was dedicated in 1657 and is one of the most beautiful country churches 

I have ever seen. It survived a Swedish invasion between 1655-1670 as 

well as the Nazis causing damage to it during World War II. I was told 

that to preserve the treasures of the church building from the Nazis, 

parishioners “stole” the precious items from the church and buried them 

until after the war was over, only to return these items back to the 

church when Poland was free of Nazi rule. 

The only downside to this absolutely beautiful church was that no 

one ever installed a heating system inside of it and, at twenty degrees 
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during the service, the only person who was warm was the priest-

celebrant, who had a heated cushion on his presider’s chair. Blowing 

cold air during the Mass, I realized that this was the only Mass in my 

life where I had to wear my winter jacket underneath the vestments I 

wore for the service (so I never want to hear about heat or air 

conditioning problems ever again!!! J) 

The pastor of this church in Poland was one of those traditional 

priests who wore the cassock and the biretta. He welcomed me with 

open arms and asked me if I wanted to do anything special at the Mass. 

I told him, “no” – all I wanted to do was represent Maria at the liturgy 

and to allow the pastor to share his story about a woman whom he got 

to know very well while serving his community. 

In front of the altar, the parishioners left up their Christmas nativity 

set, which surrounded the altar itself. The Polish faithful keep up the 

custom of celebrating Christmas for forty days, up until the feast of 

Candlemas on February 2nd. I took a picture of their Christmas nativity 

which I have blown up for all of you to see today. I also took pictures at 
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the funeral; the pastor was kind enough to give me a photo book of their 

services from 2017, all of which I wanted to pass along to Maria, 

including the pastor’s homily in Polish which I recorded, and the music 

that was played for the Mass, offered primarily by trumpet and timpani. 

I found out that if the Polish people, as is in many places in Europe, 

they celebrate Christmas from December 25th not until this particular 

day, but until February 2nd (the Feast of the Presentation), the fortieth 

day of Christmas (“Candlemas”), the date when Mary and Joseph 

present this baby to Simeon (according to Jewish custom, a woman has a 

40 day purification after she gives birth). So in that church in Poland, the 

parishioners actually still have the nativity underneath the altar in 

January with this big canopy over the altar and this entire set of 

decorations that had been taken place in like January 17th – why do we 

not here in the states have a canopy over our church with an activity 

and all the decorations? BTW, you don’t have to have the canopy and 

decoration – we can still celebrate Christmas in our hearts for forty days 

and every day after that. 



 

Rev. Peter G. Jankowski Page 6 
Baptism of the Lord - A January 11-12, 2020 

The reason I bring all this up is because I was reflecting on this image 

of Christmas nativity in Borek. I know that as soon as December 25th 

hits and all the packages are open, people are starting to think about 

tearing down all the decorations. We certainly have done it here in our 

local churches. The nativity is now gone and most of the decorations 

have been put away. Stores after December 26th readied themselves for 

customers returning Christmas gifts they do not want and have taken 

down their Christmas decorations, getting ready for Valentine’s Day 

two months away. 

In reality, society has moved on from Christmas, we’ve probably 

moved on, but our Lord has not. Our Lord is still the Lord of Christmas 

and the Lord and his light is still here among us. The whole reason that 

we celebrate this particular day in the baptism of the Lord, it reminds 

me of a first communion. It reminds me of a confirmation. It reminds me 

of a wedding day. 

The same theory applies for those receiving major sacraments in life. 

A person and a family build themselves up to that moment in life when 
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a baptism or first communion or a confirmation or a wedding takes 

place and sometimes people consider that milestone event as if it were 

the end of a process rather than the beginning. This is like when kids 

say, “Yeah, now I’m confirmed, I don’t have to go to church anymore.” 

The whole idea of confirmation is you’re committing yourself to living 

the Catholic faith by being even more invested in the faith to live like 

Christ. The same applies if you get married and you say to your spouse, 

“Okay, I’m now made my vow to you but no, I don’t want to see you 

the rest of my life.” With that kind of attitude, one is missing the point 

that when you make a vow, a commitment on your marriage today, you 

are modeling the kind of life that the heavenly Son made to the Father, 

the Father made to the Son, as both are bonded together by the power of 

the Holy Spirit. 

On this supposed last day of this Christmas Season, our work is not 

ended; our work has just begun. In the context of first reading from the 

prophet Isaiah (the second of the three major sections in this book), the 

Chosen People have just been exiled because of their lack of obedience; 
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the people were not faithful to God. As a result, God allowed the 

Chosen People to be sent to Babylon because of their disobedience. 

From our reading today, a prophet was being called to restore, to bring 

these people back in line to what God wanted them to do so they could 

get back to their Promised Land. In our second reading from Acts, Saint 

Peter is baptizing the first Gentile of the New Testament; he’s baptizing 

a non-Jew named Cornelius. Essentially, the apostles are living out the 

gospel message by taking that message of Christ and extending it to the 

ends of the earth (Acts 1: 8). In this gospel reading today, one of the 

three times in the gospel where we read the story of Jesus’s actual 

baptism where God says, “This is my beloved son; listen to him.” In this 

gospel, we recall the start of Jesus’s public ministry. Now that Jesus has 

passed through childhood rather quietly (the gospels do not cite many 

stories from his childhood), our Lord now he has been revealed to the 

world in regards to his public ministry and, as we learn, things will 

become difficult for him in the short time between his baptism and his 

crucifixion. Now Jesus has to go out and preach to the nations; our Lord 
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has to feed the people; he has to heal the people. Jesus has to die for the 

people and then he has to rise for them. Now the work begins. 

If we think that Christmas is a nice thing to celebrate and then to put 

away, we missed the whole point of the celebration. Christmas reminds 

us of the extent which God willing to extend himself for our salvation. 

Today is the day that we have to recommit ourselves to doing the same 

thing that the Lord did for us. We have to commit ourselves to now live 

the Christian life, fulfilling our baptismal promises and fulfilling that 

sealing of the Holy Spirit by telling God that we really care, because the 

whole purpose of what we’re doing here is to learn about this child’s 

continual sacrifice for our salvation, we respond by telling God how we 

want to get to heaven by living like Christ when we live the gospel 

message. 

Let us realize that every person in this room has been given a 

vocation, given a special calling to God. Let us understand what God is 

calling us to do. Let us live that life to the fullest. Let us never allow 
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Christmas to escape us. Let us live the Christmas spirit in all we do for 

the sake of the people that we meet. This is our prayer. 


