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Especially this year because all of us in this country who are united 

with a similar struggle, we certainly want to be prudent and we want to 

be safe. This is a theme that I personally have been addressing to the 

people in this community and the communities that I serve. 

I was reading an article from Janie Campbell from the Huffington 

Post, written on March 20th and entitled, “What are the Essential 

Services and Jobs during a Corona Virus Crisis?” 

(https://www.huffpost.com/entry/what-are-essential-services-

jobs_l_5e74eaacc5b6f5b7c543370c) She was basing this article off of New 

York governor Andrew Cuomo’s declaration and California governor 

Gavin Newsome (and certainly JB Pritzker here in Illinois has 

contributed to this discussion as well). Ms. Campbell  presented a list of 

what the governors considered essential services that needed to keep 

operating in this country. Very much I understand their disposition and 
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what they’re trying to do. For the sake of this homily, let me just read 

through this list. 

“Here is a general idea of what would be considered essential 

according to various governments, including San Francisco, Miami, 

New York State, and Miami-Dade County: 

 Gas stations, auto supply stores, auto repair shops and related 
facilities 

 Pharmacies 
 Grocery stores, farmers markets, food banks and convenience 

stores 
 Liquor stores 
 Restaurants (only for delivery, takeout and drive-thru) 
 Hardware stores and plumbers 
 Contractors and other tradesmen, appliance repair personnel 
 Exterminators and other service providers 
 Landscape and pool care businesses, including residential 

landscape and pool care 
 Construction sites and engineering and architecture firms 
 Banks and related financial institutions including insurance and 

accounting services 
 Phone and computer sellers 
 Community benefit organizations on a case-by-case basis 
 Laundromats, dry cleaners and laundry service providers 
 Healthcare providers, hospitals, clinics and healthcare operations 

including research and laboratory services, medical wholesale and 
distribution, and dentists 

 Businesses that provide shelter and/or social services 
 Newspapers, television, radio and other media outlets 
 Businesses offering mailing and shipping services, including post 
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office boxes 
 Airlines, taxis and other private transportation providers 
 Home-based care for seniors, adults or children 
 Assisted living facilities, nursing homes, adult day care centers 

and senior facilities 
 Pet supply stores 
 Veterinary offices 
 Police stations 
 Fire stations 
 Building code enforcement 
 Jails 
 Courts 
 Garbage/sanitation and recycling services 
 Public transportation (Muni, BART, subways) 
 Utilities (water, power and gas, telecommunications) 
 Certain city, county, state and federal offices 
 Funeral homes, crematoriums and cemeteries 
 Maintenance staff, cleaners, janitors and doormen 
 Manufacturing including food processing, chemical, 

pharmaceutical, agricultural, paper products, safety and sanitary 
products 
 

I’m preaching this homily at St. Anne’s church in St. Anne’s, Illinois. 

This little border town parish, the national shrine of St. Anne, whose 

relic travelled from France to Quebec, then here to St. Anne, Illinois, for 

whom the town is named. For those of you who don’t know the story of 

St. Anne, this Church was establishedin the 1850s. The founding pastor 

had decided to leave the Catholic Church. He sued the Catholic Church 
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for possession of the church building; his lawyer at the time who won 

the case for him was some young upstart named Abraham Lincoln. 

Now me quoting Lincoln in St. Anne,  Illinois is a bit ironic, but this is 

a from the Thanksgiving proclamation that he offered concerning the 

establishment of Thanksgiving day in this country. This is what he 

wrote: 

 
The year that is drawing towards its close, has been filled with the 
blessings of fruitful fields and healthful skies. To these bounties, 
which are so constantly enjoyed that we are prone to forget the 
source from which they come, others have been added, which are of 
so extraordinary a nature, that they cannot fail to penetrate and 
soften even the heart which is habitually insensible to the ever 
watchful providence of Almighty God.  
 
No human counsel hath devised nor hath any mortal hand worked 
out these great things. They are the gracious gifts of the Most High 
God, who, while dealing with us in anger for our sins, hath 
nevertheless remembered mercy. 
 

Understanding what our government has done and realizing we are 

a far cry away from the 1860s, sometimes I wonder if we don’t consider 

God essential to our salvation. We need to focus on taking care of our 

bodies and our spirits. Certainly “love thy neighbor” and “do unto 
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others” is extremely important, but to not recognize God as the source 

of all mercies, one nation established under God and our currency 

stating “In God We Trust.” I know that there’s always a discussion 

about the other deities or the other ways of prayer and how those ways 

of prayer are acceptable (and should be) in the United States. Freedom 

of religion is so important; to lock churches at this particular time when 

we should not be shutting off God – but God should be considered 

essential – is  imperative in our lives. 

I know we are worried about getting to that second day, but as a 

priest, I’m more concerned about the second death. I’m concerned about 

the death of faith. If we look at the history of salvation, God creates 

Adam and Eve, Adam and Eve disobeyed God and they are expelled 

from the garden. In the story of the Tower of Babel, others like us think 

that we can be like God if we build a tower and God confuses the 

languages. 

We are in Egypt. God leads us out of that place of slavery but we 

question God’s ability to lead us. We get back to the Promised Land. We 

choose judges (or warlords) to lead us and guide us instead of the 
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Providence of Almighty God. We decide we want a king, but instead of 

choosing a Divine King, we choose a human king and with human 

leaders come human faults. We have learned in the Book of Kings that 

one King after another disobeyed God for the most part and we fell off 

the sacred path as a result; we were exiled from the Promised Land 

because of our ancestors’ infidelity to the covenant. Once we returned, 

we lost the land a second time, in 70 AD. 

So God decided to become incarnate, to come down personally, to 

take matters into his own hands. The Father sent the Son to give us the 

Spirit, to guide us, to lead us, to give us these scriptures to give us what 

we call sacred tradition, the interpretation of the scriptures to pass down 

this knowledge in this love to his apostles and their successors, the 

bishops. 

We understand the direction that God leads us, but even after Christ 

died, the inability of us to follow the direction that God has offered us 

has caused us to have great pain and suffering in our lives, especially in 

times of trials, wars, insurrections and crises of life. 
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God is more than essential. God is infinitely more important than 

anything else we have. To forget that is to forget about our faith and by 

forgetting about our faith, we experienced the second death; we 

experience a loss of our relationship with God. 

Today is a day (hopefully if we can remember) that we remember 

why we come to church on good Friday – to remember the ultimate 

sacrifice that God was willing to make, that God died on a cross so that 

we would have a chance for salvation. If we follow God’s path, that we 

understand that God is the beginning and the end, the Zlpha and the 

Omega, infinitely more essential than anything else in the world. If we 

understand that, then Lincoln’s words make all the sense in the world. 

 
No human counsel hath devised nor hath any mortal hand worked out these 
great things. They are the gracious gifts of the Most High God, who, while 
dealing with us in anger for our sins, hath nevertheless remembered mercy. 
 
Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing (Lk 23: 34). 
 
 
We are here today to ask for God’s mercy and to realize the extent by 

which God offered his life for us, 
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Who, though he was in the form of God,  
did not regard equality with God something to be grasped.  
Rather, he emptied himself, 
taking the form of a slave, 
coming in human likeness;  
and found human in appearance,  
he humbled himself,  
becoming obedient to death, even death on a cross. 
Because of this, God greatly exalted him 
and bestowed on him the name 
that is above every name, 
that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bend, 
of those in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
and every tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father.  (Phil 2: 6-11) 
 
 

If we understand what God did for us on that cross, then we 

understand why God infinitely is more essential than anything we could 

ever have here on earth. It  is because of God that we have our police 

officers, our government officials, our doctors, our nurses, our hardware 

store owners, our people in nursing homes, in. Every single life is 

essential in this context. It is not that some are more important than 

others. Every life is sacred, from the womb until natural death. 



Rev. Peter G. Jankowski Page 9 
Good Friday – A  April 10, 2020 

We must embrace that life. We must understand what life means, but 

then we must also understand who gave it to us. Never take life for 

granted, especially the one that all of us put on the cross. Let us 

remember what we’ve done. Let us ask pardon for our sins. Let us turn 

to God and ask God for forgiveness, so that on the other side of Good 

Friday, we can reach each Easter Sunday with the presence of that 

morning light to guide us to where we need to go,  that eternal rest 

where there will be no second death, no more suffering and no more 

sadness. Let us learn that lesson well and share it well with the people 

that we meet. This is our prayer. 


