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As I preached to all of you this last week, the image of the Blessed 

Mother has very much been present to me these last few weeks, 

especially as I reflected on the images of Mary I encountered during my 

trip to the Holy Land last year. As I told you, my purpose of visiting the 

Holy Land was to carry the intentions of those who asked me to pray for 

them to the places where we visited. In the course of our journeys, we 

prayed at so many locations devoted to the Blessed Mother. We visited 

the Church of St. Ann (Mary’s mother), where so many choirs from 

around the world offered Christmas carols in a church with wonderful 

acoustics. We visited the Church of the Visitation of Mary, where our 

Blessed Mother spent time with St. John the Baptist’s mother Elizabeth, 

where, upon her arrival, the child within Elizabeth leaped in her womb. 

We visited the chapel of the Nativity (which will be the subject of my 

Christmas homily), where our Blessed Mother gave birth to our Lord in 

the most intimate of settings. At each place we visited devoted to our 
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Blessed Mother, we offered a rosary or a novena to the Immaculate 

Conception or some other form of Marian devotion, reminding 

ourselves of the purpose of our visit and the woman who made our 

salvation possible by saying “yes” to Christ in her life. For the sake of 

the Hispanic Community I served, the last “Hail Mary” of every decade 

was recited in Spanish. 

Two churches in particular made me remember the faithful at St. 

Patrick’s, especially when we prayed at these sites dedicated to the 

Blessed Mother. Inside the Garden of Gethsemane in the Kidron sets the 

church of what is called “The Dormition (Sleeping Place) of Mary.” In 

this church is placed what some scholars believe was the resting place of 

our Blessed Mother at the end of her life. Stories tell how the apostles 

gathered around this resting place, offering lilies as a symbol of their 

fondness for Christ’s mother. 

Around that “tomb” of Mary, our pilgrimage group offered the 

prayer of the rosary; as I promised all of you, one Hail Mary in every 

decade was offered for the intentions of our parish. I could not help but 

notice that, off to the side of Mary’s tomb, an image of “Our Lady of 



Rev. Peter G. Jankowski Page 3 
Our Lady of Guadalupe – B  December 12, 2018 

Guadalupe” adorned one wall of the chapel 

area. This image directly faced me as I was 

praying the rosary and I thought how, at 

the same time we were praying the Novena 

to the Immaculate Conception, the faithful 

of St. my former parish were offering a 

Novena to Our Lady of Guadalupe. In some 

way, I felt a solidarity with my parishioners 

at that moment, as both they and us 

pilgrims were devoting ourselves to a 

Blessed Mother whose image and memory 

played such an important part of our respective prayer lives. 

The second church associated with this homily was the Church of 

Mary’s Annunciation, the church which commemorates the location 

where the archangel Gabriel announced to our Blessed Mother the gift 

of the Christ-child that she would bear, through the power of the Holy 

Spirit. At this church, we were able to view artistic renderings of our 

Blessed Mother, as depicted by artists throughout the world. 

The Image of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
at the Dormition (Sleeping Place) of 

Mary at the foot of the Mt. of Olives in 
the Kidron Valley, Jerusalem. 
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Once again, as I was praying the rosary in 

this most sacred of worship spaces, I could 

not help but notice that the artistic rendering 

from Mexico very much connected me with 

the faithful from St. Patrick’s Church here in 

Joliet. When I saw this image, I was 

reminded of how, in the parish chapel that I 

helped construct at my former Church, the 

faithful of St. Patrick’s received from me a 

gift of an olive wood image of Guadalupe 

that they  were using to make their hearts 

attentive to the presence of the Blessed Mother in their lives while we 

were doing the same halfway around the world. 

As we celebrate the last Mass of our Guadalupe festivities today, we 

turn back to the reason why we many good folks from the America 

wake up in the early morning hours for the Las Mañanitas services or 

prayed the rosary at noon or danced at the Massed celebrate on this 

particular feast day. We give thanks to Mary today because she chose to 

From the Church of the 
Annunciation, Jerusalem 
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make herself present to us in this part of the world and to tell us that we 

mean so much to her personally that she wished to become part of our 

lives. As she did in 1531 to a young man of no particular notoriety in St. 

Juan Diego, she tells us in this community that she is part of us, of you 

and me, of the folks who often are neglected or forgotten by a society at 

large but not forgotten by her. Because of this image and what it 

represents, we are reminded that Mary is the mother of us all, certainly 

the Mother of God. 

As I conclude this Guadalupe homily, I wish to end it in the same 

way I ended all of our prayers in the Holy Land, especially those places 

devoted to our Blessed Mother. I wish to conclude this homily by 

praying the Hail Mary in the languages of the faithful, both in Spanish 

and English. As we remind ourselves that our Lord and his Blessed 

Mother unite us all as members of this same body (with Christ as our 

head), may we pray in once voice the worlds directed to our Blessed 

Mother, to ask her to pray for us sinners, both now and at the hour of 

our death. So thus we pray… 

Dios te salve María, 
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llena eres de gracia, 
el Señor es contigo, 
bendita tu eres entre todas las mujeres, 
y bendito es el fruto de tu vientre Jesús. 
Santa María, Madre de Dios, 
ruega por nosotros los pecadores, 
ahora y en la hora de nuestra muerte. Amén. 
 
Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. 
Blessed art thou among women 
And blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesús. 
Holy Mary, mother of God, pray for us sinners 
Now and at the hour of our death. Amen. 
 
Amen. This is our prayer. 


