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Is 50: 4-7 
Ps 22: 8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24 
Phil 2: 6-11 
Lk 22: 14 – 23: 56 

 
 

In the Spring of 2018, a group of vendors from 

the Holy Land frequented the last parish I 

served, selling olive wood products on behalf of 

the poor in the Holy Land. When a group of 

pilgrims accompanied me to the Holy Land, our 

tour guide (Ceci Triska) introduced us to so 

many Christians from this part of the world that attempted to express 

their given faith, often to the derision of those who lived around them. 

As I have come to learn, whenever I can find a way to support 

Christians who suffer these kinds of persecutions, I do what I can to 

make their situation known and try to support them as much as I can. 

Towards this cause, I invited these Holy Land vendors to my parish 

in order to sell their wares. For me personally, there is only so many 
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olive wood items that a priest can use, so I just wanted to gift these folks 

with a personal donation. In return, these folks gifted me anyway with 

bags of olive wood rosaries, crosses and so many wonderful things that 

I have been distributing to the faithful ever since. 

Among those gifts, I came across a simple olive wood cross given to 

me by these vendors that brought me back to a specific time on our Holy 

Land journey from the latter months of 2017. A married couple from our 

group of pilgrims (Dean & Patricia Buchholtz) documented this story as 

part of their journey that I would like to share with you today on this 

Palm Sunday (I have embellished their story a bit)… 

 
(December 2, 2017) (Our pilgrimage group) awoke at 3:00 a.m. and 
left the hotel an hour later to walk the Via Dolorosa – the same 
journey our Lord took to Golgotha and his crucifixion. Underlying 
the praying of the stations was the customary Muslim chants that 
could be heard in the streets that early in the morning. We were told 
that walking the stations that early in the morning allowed us to 
move freely on the streets without the daily bustle of the vendors and 
shoppers that lined the paths each day. 
 
All of us were given headsets (or whispers) on this journey so that we 
made as little noise as possible on this solemn journey. Fr. Peter 
would use a microphone to pray during each station and along the 
route of our journey. During this journey, we were asked to keep a 
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solemn silence as we passed each station of the cross. This journey 
served as the most solemn experience during our Holy Land trip. 
 

The winding route from the Antonia Fortress 
west to the Church of the Holy Sepulcher – a 
distance of about 2,000 feet – is a celebrated place 
of Christian pilgrimage. The current route has 
been established since the 18th Century, replacing 
various earlier versions. It is today marked by 
nine Stations of the Cross; there have been 
fourteen stations since the late 15th Century, with 
the last five stations being inside the Church of 
the Holy Sepulcher. At one of the stations, while 
we were praying; there were two soldiers who 
were behind us. One fell going up the stairs ... 
Luckily his machine gun was on safety!!! 
 
The procession took the group to the Church of 
the Holy Sepulcher, where the group venerated 
the pillar upon which our Lord was scourged. 

The group then had the RARE opportunity to celebrate Mass in the 
small cave (yes, a cave again!) where the Lord’s empty tomb was 
designated. As the forty of us crammed into one part of the cave 
around a candle that provided light for the 6:00 a.m. service, Father 
Peter celebrated Mass in the adjoining cave on an altar that sat upon 
Jesus’ empty tomb. During the Mass, us pilgrims (one by one) 
crawled into the hole and touched the empty tomb with a small olive 
wood cross that we were given. The Franciscans, who served as 
custodians of the chapel, were nice enough to drain the oil from the 
altar lamps, bless it and then presented it to Father Peter who used 
the oil to anoint us. 
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(2 de diciembre de 2017) (Nuestro grupo de peregrinación) se 
despertó a las 3:00 a.m. y salió del hotel una hora más tarde para 
caminar por la Vía Dolorosa, el mismo viaje que nuestro Señor hizo a 
Gólgota y su crucifixión. Detrás de la oración de las estaciones se 
encontraban los cantos musulmanes habituales que se podían 
escuchar en las calles a primera hora de la mañana. Nos dijeron que 
caminar por las estaciones que temprano en la mañana nos permitía 
movernos libremente en las calles sin el ajetreo diario de los 
vendedores y compradores que se alineaban en los caminos cada día. 
 
A todos nos dieron auriculares (o susurros) en este viaje, de modo 
que hicimos el menor ruido posible en este viaje solemne. P. Peter 
usaría un micrófono para orar durante cada estación y en la ruta de 
nuestro viaje. Durante este viaje, se nos pidió que mantuviéramos un 
silencio solemne al pasar por cada estación de la cruz. Este viaje fue 
la experiencia más solemne durante nuestro viaje a Tierra Santa. 
 
La ruta sinuosa desde la Fortaleza de Antonia al oeste hasta la Iglesia 
del Santo Sepulcro (una distancia de aproximadamente 2,000 pies) es 
un lugar famoso de peregrinación cristiana. La ruta actual ha sido 
establecida desde el siglo XVIII, reemplazando varias versiones 
anteriores. Hoy está marcado por nueve Estaciones de la Cruz; ha 
habido catorce estaciones desde finales del siglo XV, con las últimas 
cinco estaciones dentro de la Iglesia del Santo Sepulcro. En una de las 
estaciones, mientras estábamos orando; Había dos soldados que 
estaban detrás de nosotros. Uno cayó subiendo las escaleras ... 
¡Afortunadamente su ametralladora estaba a salvo! 
 
La procesión llevó al grupo a la Iglesia del Santo Sepulcro, donde el 
grupo veneraba el pilar sobre el que nuestro Señor fue azotado. El 
grupo tuvo la oportunidad RARO de celebrar la misa en la pequeña 
cueva (¡sí, una cueva de nuevo!) Donde se designó la tumba vacía del 
Señor. Mientras los cuarenta de nosotros nos metíamos en una parte 
de la cueva alrededor de una vela que proporcionaba luz para el 
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servicio de las 6:00 a.m., el Padre Peter celebró la misa en la cueva 
contigua en un altar que estaba sobre la tumba vacía de Jesús. 
Durante la misa, los peregrinos (uno por uno) nos arrastramos al 
hoyo y tocamos la tumba vacía con una pequeña cruz de olivo que 
nos dieron. Los franciscanos, que sirvieron como custodios de la 
capilla, tuvieron la amabilidad de drenar el aceite de las lámparas del 
altar, lo bendijeron y luego lo presentaron al padre Pedro, quien usó 
el aceite para ungirnos. 
 
 
As I came across this olive wood cross among the items I had been 

given by the vendors last year, I recalled my journey through the Via 

Dolorosa, as I carried two similar crosses on that journey for specific 

reasons. With one of the crosses, I wanted to gift a couple families at my 

former parish who served as inspirations in the world of my own faith 

life. I held one cross for a couple was Gene & Gen, both of whom were 

very active in the faith life of my former parish, especially as our parish 

was transitioning with a new community that needed to receive God’s 

love. Gene & Gen’s family was very active at the parish I served; many 

of the children attended the early Sunday Mass as a group each week 

and were very devout in their faith life at the parish. 
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Around the time I was leaving for the Holy Land, Gene had already 

passed away and Gen was not doing well herself. During the journey of 

those stations on the Via Dolorosa, I took one of these crosses and 

touched each station that Jesus walked in memory of this wonderful 

family (I also said prayers for the folks I was serving at that time, as I do 

for all the faithful I serve). When I returned to the states with that cross, 

I presented this gift to Gen a short time before she died. At her wake, 

her family told me that the cross that I presented was in Gen’s 

possession inside the casket, a gift that I guess she very much cherished 

on her last days here on earth. 

The other cross I held on this journey was given to a couple named 

Mary Lou and Geno. Married some sixty or so years in the same house 

in which they first moved, Gene and Mary Lou lived a very simple life 

of faith, without pretension nor certainly recognition. The biggest smiles 

at the first Mass each Sunday morning at the parish were presented by 

Mary Lou as you walked through the doors of Church and by Geno, 
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who sat in the front pew with the kindest disposition a faithful Catholic 

could possess. 

During the time we planned for this Holy Land Trip, a really faith-

filled member of the parish desired to take this journey, despite her fear 

of travelling on an airplane and the inability to finance the trip herself. 

Because of this woman’s faith, her desire to walk the steps of Christ was 

one of her great prayers in life. Because Mary Lou and Geno knew of 

this parishioner’s wish and lack of finances, they provided the money 

for her trip with their own personal resources. 

A short time ago when Geno had passed, Mary Lou asked if I could 

visit her at the home in which she and Geno had lived these so many 

decades. During this visit, my family was kind enough to make a dinner 

for Mary Lou that would last her until the end of time (my family has a 

tendency to cook too much food). Mary Lou subsequently told me that 

she wanted to put the cross I gave her in Geno’s tomb; I have decided to 

give Mary Lou the cross I am using at the homilies I offer this weekend. 



Rev. Peter G. Jankowski Page 8 
Palm Sunday – C  April 09-10, 2022 

If we learn nothing else about this Holy Week, we learn that this gift 

of faith, sacrifice and grace is one of which our Lord freely empties 

himself and gives to us as a means to salvation. Especially in the gospel 

of Luke where the Holy Spirit takes a prominent role in the manner in 

which our Lord is directed, into the Father’s hands the Lord commends 

this gift on the cross and upon the disciples and the faithful who 

gathered as the Holy Spirit descends upon them at the Pentecost event, 

we realize how powerful and loving these gifts of the Holy Spirit can be 

for us through the simple image of a rosary or a cross. These images 

certainly can draw us into the life of the Paschal Mystery, especially 

during this holiest week of the year that we begin with our annual Palm 

Sunday Mass. 

Perhaps this would be a good week to walk that metaphorical Via 

Dolorosa in our own homes and churches this week on Good Friday. 

Perhaps this would be a good time to share a meal together on Holy 

Thursday and then come to church in order to share the Lord’s meal 

with our community on Holy Thursday night. Perhaps this might be a 
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good week to support those who receive the sacraments for the first 

time at the Easter Vigil or commemorate the Lord’s resurrection the 

following day on the holiest weekend of the liturgical year. 

Please know that I will be praying for all of you on these olive wood 

rosaries this week and spend time with those similar to the Jagodzinski 

and Ciccotelli families in the neighborhoods I serve. Please do the same, 

always in God’s name, with the people that you meet as well. This is our 

prayer. 
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