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Multiple Choice 
  
1. What is the Church’s teaching on wealth? 
   
 a. It’s a sin to be rich when other people are poor. 
 b. God innately loves the poor but the rich must prove themselves 

loyal to God. 
 c. God rewards faithfulness, and wealth and success are visible 

signs of God’s favor. 
 d. Having wealth isn’t the problem; making it the focus of life is. 
   
2. There are guidelines for all lifestyles that promise us the happiness for 

which we search. What do we call those guidelines? 
   
 a. The Ten Commandments 
 b. The Precepts of the Church 
 c. The Cardinal Virtues 
 d. The Beatitudes 
  
3. Where does conscience come from anyway? 
   
 a. It is given to us when we are born. 
 b. It has to be developed and nurtured. 
 c. We receive the faculty of conscience at baptism. 
 d. God gives conscience as a gift when we reach the age of reason. 
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4. What is freedom? 
   
 a. The power to perform deliberate actions of one’s own 

responsibility. 
 b. The right to say or do whatever you want. 
 c. The right to serve our own interest in the use of earthly goods. 
 d. The unlimited and infallible ability to make choices. 
   
5. Which of these statements is NOT true of the Church’s position on life? 
   
 a. The right to life extends from the moment of conception to the 

moment of death. 
 b. The reason human life is sacred is because we are made in the 

Image and likeness of God. 
 c. God gave each of us life, over which we have an absolute domain. 
 d. Our right to life is actually our right to respect for life. 
   
6. What makes liberty different from freedom? 
   
 a. Liberty refers to ex-slaves, freedom to people never in bondage. 
 b. Freedom is a religious term; liberty is a civil term. 
 c. Freedom refers to an individual, liberty involves the community. 
 d. Freedom is given as a gift, liberty is taken or earned. 
  
7. In his letter to the Romans, Saint Paul refers to us as “adopted children 

of God.” What is the message Paul intended when he spoke of us as 
children of God? 

   
 a. We stand to inherit the glory of God’s kingdom. 
 b. We must prove ourselves worthy to be accepted as children of 

God, 
 c. We belong to God “legally” but our sin has made it impossible for 

a true parent-child relationship with God. 
 d. Our relationship with God is actually in name only. 
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8. What does the Church teach about rights and responsibilities 
regarding communication of truth? 

   
 a. It is always appropriate to tell the truth. 
 b. The press may print any truth about public figures because they 

relinquish their right to privacy. 
 c. Charity and respect for the truth should dictate the response to 

every request for information. 
 d. The right to the communication of truth is unconditional. 
   
9. What is discernment? 
   
 a. Doing exactly what we are told. 
 b. Explaining why a specific choice is made. 
 c. Making a prudent choice between alternatives. 
 d. Basing decisions on the principle that the majority rules. 
   
10. Regarding conscience, the Church considers it a right and a 

responsibility for an individual to: 
   
 a. Make moral decisions according to a well-formed conscience. 
 b. Act according to the rules of law, regardless of conscience. 
 c. Get their ideas of right and wrong from any source in society. 
 d. Be educated so as not to need to think about conscience. 
  
11. What is the official position of the Church on a direct (or primary) 

abortion?  
   
 a. A direct abortion is unacceptable unless the mother’s life is in 

danger. 
 b. A direct abortion is only allowed in case of incest or rape. 
 c. A direct abortion is permissible if the child is deformed and will 

have no quality of life. 
 d. A direct abortion is an unacceptable choice under any 

circumstance. 
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12. Are freedom and authority contradictory? Which of these statements 
does NOT apply to authority? 

   
 a. Authority must have legitimate origin. 
 b. Authentic authority takes precedence over individual freedom of 

choice. 
 c. Authority is meant to remove obstacles and provide opportunity. 
 d. Authority enables freedom in the context of community. 
   
13. What does the Church teach about sex before and within marriage? 
   
 a. Sex is immoral, but tolerated in marriage. 
 b. It’s always moral as long as you love the other person. 
 c. It’s holy within marriage. 
 d. This is a matter of personal conscience. 
   
14. What makes descriptive ethics different from normative ethics? 
   
 a. It defines morality as subjective. 
 b. It looks at morals in terms of social significance. 
 c. It does not evaluate individual actions as right or wrong. 
 d. All of these make descriptive ethics different from normative 

ethics. 
   
Short Answer 
  
1. From our class notes, how would you define moral theology? 
  
 Moral theology can be defined as the application of the truths of 

revelation to human behavior. It is that portion of the theological 
enterprise which attempts to discern the implications of revelation for 
human behavior, to answer the question: “How ought we, who have 
been gifted by God, to live?” 

  
 “No one can escape from the fundamental questions: ‘What must I do? 

How do I distinguish good from evil?’” (Veritatis Splendor #02) 
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 “No one can escape from the fundamental questions: ‘What must I do? 
How do I distinguish good from evil?’” (VS 2) 

  
 Foundational Scriptural Passages: Mt 5: 3-12 & Mt 25: 31-46 
  
2. What are the basic principles of moral theology (CCC #1789)? 
  
 1. One may never do evil so that good may result from it. 

2. The Golden Rule: “Whatever you wish that men would do to 
you, do so to them.” 

3. Charity always proceeds by way of respect for one’s neighbor 
and his conscience: “Thus sinning against your brethren and 
wounding their conscience… you sin against Christ.” Therefore 
“it is right not to… do anything that makes your brother 
stumble.” 

  
3. What makes up the one universal aspect of morality? 
  
 All societies recognize the existence of right and wrong. 
  
4. The Christian moral code is based on what two principles? 
  
 Love God and Love People 
  
5. From what is the Christian moral code based? 
  
 The Standard of Right and Wrong 
  
6. The Christian moral code is based primarily on whose teachings? 
  
 Jesus 
  
7. According to the Bible, where did the Israelites who lived generations 

before Jesus receive their moral code? 
  
 From a Set of Laws Written by a Priesthood under Moses 
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8. The Christian moral code has had a profound effect on Western 

civilizations. For example, many that have held the office of President 
of the United States and many witnesses in American courtrooms do 
what? 

  
 Place their hand on the Christian bible when they take an oath. 
  
9. What branch of ethics is demonstrated through the Golden Rule: ‘Do 

unto others as you would have them do unto you’? 
  
 Normative Ethics 
  
10. Has the Church ever actually made an official statement on religious 

liberty? If so, what is the statement? 
  
 Yes (See “The Right of the Human Person” in Lumen Gentium) 
  
11. What are the SIX universal tenets of morality are included in the moral 

foundations theory? 
  
 a. Care vs. Harm d. Loyalty vs. Betrayal 
 b. Fairness vs. Cheating e. Authority vs. Subversion 
 c. Liberty vs. Oppression f. Sanctity vs. Degradation 
  
12. What are the SIX Ethical & Religious Directives for Catholic Social 

Care Services? Be prepared on the next exam to explain what these 
services entail. 

  
 a. The Social Responsibility 
 b. The Pastoral and Spiritual Responsibility 
 c. The Professional-Patient Relationship 
 d. Issues in Care for the Beginning of Life 
 e. Issues in Care for the Seriously Ill and Dying 
 f. Collaborative Arrangements with Other Health Care 

Organizations and Providers 
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Matching 
  
E Sources of Moral Theology  K Proportionalism 
A Catholic Morality as Static  M Principle of Double Effect 
F Catholic Morality as Dynamic  H Faith, Hope & Love 
G Sin  D Doubt, Despair & Selfishness 
C Two Conditions for Sin  J Faith 
N Vincible Ignorance  O Hope 
B Invincible Ignorance  L Agape 
I Error  P Moral Conscience 
  
A The will of God remains the same from the moment of creation to the present 

day. 
B Attributed to a person who cannot recognize sin by applying reasonable 

diligence in determining whether the act is a sin or not. 
C Knowledge & Culpability of Sin. 
D The Opposite of the Theological Virtues. 
E Sacred Scripture, the Magisterium, Natural Revelation, and the Teaching of the 

Church Fathers. 
F The evolution of the Church’s understanding of God’s will. 
G An offense against God as well as a fault against reason, truth and right 

conscience. 
H The Set of Theological Virtues. 
I The habitual privation of knowledge and insight; the state of learning 

incorrectly. 
J Giving Personal Adherence to God. 
K An ethical system wherein one weighs good and bad effects in order to 

determine the proper action. 
L A self-sacrificing love, placing the needs of others in the place of self. 
M A rule of conduct that states that an act may be considered moral if the primary 

good act results in a secondary bad act. 
N Attributed to a person who can recognize a sin by applying reasonable 

diligence. 
O A virtue by which we desire and expect from God both eternal life and the 

grace we need to sustain it. 
P At the heart of the person, this enjoins him/her at the appropriate moment to 

do good and to avoid evil and allows the prudent believer to hear God 
speaking. 
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