






September 20, 2020 

Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A) 
Is 55:6-9 
Phil 1:20c- 24, 27a 
Mt 20:l - 16a 

·········································································································································· ············································································ 

It's Not Fair 

The story in the Gospel doesn't sound fair. Some 
people worked from early morning until evening; 

others joined them at the end of the workday. But they 
all got the same pay. How can that be fair? Perhaps 
fairness isn't the point of the story. But then, what is? 

The landowner, symbolizing God, hired the workers 
"after agreeing with them for the usual daily wage" 
(Matthew 20:2). If the earliest workers presumed 
that the agreed-upon wage would be changed, does 
that make God unfair? Those workers expected God 
to conform to what they considered just-and justice 
certainly is a very important value. However, God 
acted out of divine generosity- a quality we hope to 
benefit from but which might engender resentment 
when it is bestowed upon others. 

As difficult as this story might seem to us, it raises 
some important questions about ourselves. Perhaps 
the story is not so much about God as it is about our 

I 

own attitudes. If we are faithful to what we believe is 
God's will for us, do we then presume that God owes 
us some kind of compensation? Do we expect that 
God will act according to our standards of retributive 
justice (this-for-that) rather than restorative 
justice (bring-it-back-to-life)? Do we resent God's 
graciousness toward others? 

It is better that we all look to God for generosity 
than for justice. If we do, we will find, as the psalm 
response tells us: "The LORD is gracious and merciful" 
(Psalm 145:8). 

- Sr. Dianne Bergant, CSA 

: ....... FOR R nrlPnc,ti,0,;n .................................................. : . c:/1/Vi . . . . . . . 
* Do you resent others who seem to have an easier 

life? Does this lead you to question God's justice? 

* Pray for the insight to realize that we earn 
nothing; everything is a gift from God. 

. . ························ ········ ······· ·················· ··························· ···················· 

[Jesus saidJ "What if I wish to give this last one the same as you? ... 
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' My nephew has a chronic illness. My father is ' 
saving money to send to him so he can send it to 
a faith healer my dad has seen on TV. What can I 
say to my dad to convince him this is a bad idea? 

The Catholic Church teaches that "those who dwell in heaven" regularly 
intercede with God on our behalf (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 956), 

and those intercessions include healings. 
But liv"ing people with the power to instantly heal physical and mental 

ailments are rare. Some "healers" have accomplices who fake illness or 
disability and are then "cured" for the sole purpose of getting people to 

give money to the "healer." We 
should be very skeptical about 
these claims, because scam artists 
understand how easy it is to take 
advantage of people who are 
desperate for relief of pain or for 
the cure of a chronic or terminal 
illness. 

One thing is certain: healing 
ultimately comes from God. Anyone 
who claims he or she is the healer 
and not simply God's instrument is 
unquestionably a fraud. 

Suggest to your dad that he talk 
to his priest before he sends any 

money to the "healer." The best way for him to help his grandson is to pray for 
him and donate any money he has saved to an organization that does research 
into the condition. That way, your father will be helping everyone with the 
condition-not just your nephew. 

otts, CSsR 

tin@Liguori.org 
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A WORD FROM Pope, Ptanci& 
Jesus wants to make us contemplate the gaze of that 
landowner: the gaze with which he looks upon each of the 
laborers searching for work and calls them to go to his 
vineyard ... .It is a gaze which calls, invites one to get up and 
begin a journey because he wants life for each of us. 

-ANGELUS, SEPTEMBER 24, 2017 

Monday 
SEPTEMBER 21 
St. Matthew, 
Apostle and 

Evangelist 
Eph 4:1 -7, 11-13 

Mt 9:9-13 

Tuesday 
SEPTEMBER 22 

Weekday 
Prv 21:1-6, 10-13 

Lk 8:19-21 

Wednesday 
SEPTEMBER 23 

St. Pius of Pietrelcina, 
Priest 

Prv 30:5-9 

Lk 9:1-6 

Thursday 
SEPTEMBER 24 

Weekday 
Eccl 1:2-11 

Lk 9:7-9 

Friday 
SEPTEMBER 25 

Weekday 
Eccl 3:1-11 

Lk 9:18-22 

Saturday 
SEPTEMBER 26 

Weekday 
Eccl 11 :9-12:8 

Lk 9:436-45 

Sunday 
SEPTEMBER 27 

Twenty-sixth Sunday 
in Ordinary Time 

Ez 18:25-28 

Phil 2:1-11 or 2:1-5 

Mt 21:28-32 
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PARISH FINANCIAL REPORT 
Twelve Months Ending June 30, 2020 

Church . Rel Ed . . Total . 

Revenue: 
Sunday Collections 
Other Collections 
Fund raisers 
Tuition and Fees 
Other Unrestricted Revenue 

$ 92,097.82 
16,979.75 
16,893.64 

71,741.83 

$ $ 92,097.82 
... 16,979.75 
·- 16,893.64 

836.00 836.00 
2,500.00 74,241.83 

Debt Reduction/Capital Campaign 
Total Revenue . $197,713.04 . $ 3,336.00 . $ 201 :049:04 . . 

Expenses: 
Salaries/Fringes/Administrative 
Repairs & Maintenance 
Services 
Materials & Supplies 
Insurance 
Utilities 
Diocesan Assessment 
Other Operating Expense 
Capital Expenditures 
Loan Principal 
Loan Interest 
Total Expenses 

Net Revenue - Expenses 
Parish Subsidies 

, Surplus / (Deficit) 

$ 71,386.15 
4,932.64 
9,052.74 

11,234.44 
19,190.39 
19,376.29 
10,065.00 
17,989.73 
85,626.07 

·•· $248,853.45 . 

$ 

Account Balance~ Checl<ing > - - $ 53,893.34 
Account Balance - Savings $111,675.63 
Account Balance - Improvement Fd $ 33,811.80 
Account Balance - Cemetery Care $ 7,129.79 
Petty Cash $ 60.00 
Accounts Payable - Diocese $ (14.80) 
Accounts Payable - Other $ 11,513.30 

Capital Campaign. 
Begintiing J3,aJance ·· ·. -
Receipts 
Expenses 
Ending Balance 

$ 89,731.2-Ei 
$ 29,706.58 
$ . 85,626.07 . 
$ 33,811 .80 . 

$ $ 71,386.15 
4,932.64 

- 9,052.74 
2,045.90 13,280.34 

19,190.39 
19,376.29 
10,065.00 
17,989.73 
85,626.07 

-

$ 2.0'45.90 $ 250,899.35 

.. 
$ $ 

Budget 
Total 

$ 93,000.00 
20,000.00 
23,000.00 
2,000.00 

79,000.00 
. . . 

$ 217.000.00 . 

$ 70,450.00 
5,000.00 

18,225.00 
16,925.00 
19,000.00 
20,350.00 
13,000.00 
14,050.00 
40,000.00 

$ 4J7,000.QQ" • 
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