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pjankowski@yahoo.com

From: pjankowski@yahoo.com
Sent: Friday, February 4, 2022 5:23 AM
To: pjankowski@yahoo.com
Subject: Bordertown News & Notes - February 4, 2022 (Group D)
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Bordertown Appreciation 

Polka Mass & Dinner 

Saturday – February 19, 2022 
St. Patrick’s Church 

(119 N Market St, Momence) 
4:00 Polka Mass 

5:00 Appreciation Dinner 
No Charge – Free for Our Volunteers & Donors 

Contact St. Anne’s 
at  (815) 427-8265 to RSVP 
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First of all… welcome to the new members of our 
After our first round of re-registrations, we 

are in the process of inputting all this information into the 
diocesan software program that we were suggested to use 
about a decade ago. Last weekend, we were able to get 

from about a quarter of our parishioner 
base (which is rather standard for a project like this – 
statistics tell us that about a quarter of any parish’s 
registered parishioner attend weekly Mass at Church). We 
will offer another go-round of re-registrations this weekend 
before we take on the laborious task of making phone calls 
to the remaining names on the list. 
 
These is our way of communicating with 
you electronically, giving you links to our bulletins, online 
Masses, my homilies, online giving information at the 
parish and a whole bunch more than you can access below. 
Consider this your electronic weekly bulletin!!! 
 
We also have been getting these good souls to fill out a 

form at the parish. A bunch of folks 
have volunteered to help us with projects… and we need 
you! We always are looking for ministers at our church 
service, teachers in religious education and those who can 
help with spiritual, clerical or even trade skills! By doing so, 
you help save souls in the parish and keep up with the 
parish maintenance as well. 
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One 
problem we 
have to 
address is 
the gym at 
St. Patrick’s 

in 
Momence. 

Over the 
last couple 

of years, we have been able to plug up as much of the water 
damage in the gym as we could but there is so much we 
have to do in order to upgrade the building. First floor 
bathrooms are a must; repairing damage to the second floor 
of the gym (pictured) must be done as well. Volunteer labor 
will go a long way to preserve the building. Anything you 
can do to help us would be appreciated. 
 
This next week, I head off to Israel with thirty members of 
our (I  led 
a group like this in 2017; I suspect this trip will be a bit 
unique). The Hispanic community is the largest growing 
crowd we have on the weekend – over 150 strong attend 
Mass each week! While I am gone, a priest from Food for 
the Poor will cover Masses on February 12-13 to talk about 
us serving the most needy around the world. 
 
Before I leave, I was involved with SEVEN funerals this last 
week. On Monday at 11:00 a.m., the last of these seven 
funerals will be for Jim LaMotte, a pillar of the Momence 
Community. Jim was one of the first souls who contacted 
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me after my new appointment to share with me the 
challenges I would face in rekindling the faith at St. 
Patrick’s. I am very indebted to Jim for all he has offered 
the Momence community… as well as all the others whose 
funerals in which I participated. 
 
These next two weekends, we will begin re-registering all 
of our parishioners at the parishes. We are moving to a new 
database program that the diocese wanted us to use some 
time ago (it’s called ParishSoft) and we need everyone to 
re-register to update their info (including e-mail addresses). 
I will stress that this info is for our use only and has nothing 
to do with the government - our info is inaccessible to them. 
I will state that those who fill out forms and use envelopes 
will be designated as “contributing parishioners,” thus 
making it easier for them to rent buildings at discounted 
prices, have ease with sacrament preparation etc. (when we 
write letters for parishioners in good standing, your 
updated parish registration is of great help). 
 
With Time & Talent, please just fill out what you already 
do at the parish and anything else in which you wish to 
invest. With what we are proposing to do in the future, 
the more we know about your skills, the better!!! 
 
Once we complete this with the members of financial and 
parish council, I will then do the same with the “News & 
Notes” crowd. I also will put these forms in the bulletins 
for those who are not computer savvy. After this is done, 
we will cross-check what has been filled out with our 



6

current lists and then ask for help in calling those who did 
not fill out the form for re-registration. 
 
I’ll explain and show this to you all on Wednesday at Pat’s 
(St. Anne folks are welcome to join us as well in the 
church basement at 6:00 p.m.) 
 

CLICK HERE FOR THE PARISH 

REGISTRATION FORM IN ENGLISH 
 

CLICK HERE FOR THE TIME & TALENT 

FORM IN ENGLISH 
 

CLICK HERE FOR THE LINK TO 

ALL THE PARISH FORMS 
 
One of the beautiful fruits of our Online Liturgies is that we 
are helping save a lot of souls in the border town and 
beyond. In the past, I spoke of folks watching these Masses 
overseas, as far as Australia, New Zealand and South 
America. Locally, a bunch of folks prefer to stay safe at 
home and watch these Masses online. 
 
One particular online soul has responded to the St. Anne’s 
community by donating somewhere in the vicinity of 
$25,000 including the monies needed for renovating the 
rectory offices, the purchase of a laptop computer to 
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continue celebrating online Masses, the purchase of the 
outdoor church sign and, this week, another $1,000 for the 
lighting project in the St. Anne Hall. Here is an excerpt of 
the letter I received… 
 
Dear Father, I got to thinking about the hall improvements and 
decided to send you another check for $1,000 for the ugrading of 
the lighting system. This is a project that may be done now 
because it is an inside job… 
 
This person really loves St. Anne’s Church, just like a bunch 
of folks love St. Pat’s. Since my posting of projects needing 
to be done at the parishes, good souls have volunteered to 
donate time and materials to complete many projects at 
hand. Many out in border town land want to see the 
parishes succeed. We don’t necessarily need “diocesan 
style bucks” to get projects done (what I have cited are 
professional dollars to finish projects – lots of volunteers 
can complete these projects at a huge fraction of the costs!). 
I keep reminding folks that at my last parish, the diocese 
kept auditing me because volunteers would complete 
projects so well that the heads of Joliet wanted to know 
where we were getting the monies to do what we did. We 
had no monies at the last parish I served – we had people 
like you who made all the difference in the world. 
 
The roofs at our two parishes will have to go the route of 
professional money, unless we can get professionals to 
complete these projects for us as volunteers. At St. Patrick’s, 
an idea has been bandied about concerning metal roofs on 
our church and gym – if they cannot be seen and if they are 
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stronger and longer lasting than shingles, then some feel 
this is the way to go. The last time I dealt with roof issues 
in Momence, my “roof guy” in Joliet came down to repair 
our damage for gas money. We will get all things done ”for 
the greater glory of God” – with your help! 
 
In the parishes I have served these last twenty-five years, 
each one of them has offered some type of 

 for the community in thanksgiving for what we 
have and who you are. Towards this cause, I have asked 
one of the Polka Mass groups from Joliet to join us in 
Momence on February 19th to play at the 4:00 Mass. The 
group will offer more polka and “classic” music at the 
reception to follow in the church basement. The funeral 
committee at St. Pat’s was kind enough to serve food for the 
event and the Knights of Columbus in Momence will tend 
bar. We wish to make this event free of charge – the only 
motivation for this event is to say “thank you” for 
everything you have done. 
 
The only condition for this event is that you RSVP and tell 
us how many good souls will be attending the event. You 
do not have to bring anything except a good will and a good 
appetite – the rest is on us. Thanks again for all you do at 
St. Anne’s Church – we are blessed that you are part of our 
wonderful flock! 
 
Now that the current staff has been serving these 
communities for a bit, we feel blessed that our parishes are 
starting to grow. That one hundred fifty souls who 
attended Spanish Masses last weekend was quite a blessing 
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for the parish. That our English Masses often hears the 
sounds of rustling children in the pews is a blessed noise 
for the future of our community. So many individuals have 
been part of the major parish cleanup, we are starting to 
upgrade our facilities and the prayer life of the church is 
strong as ever. We even have started to record online 
Masses in our own church, thanks to the upgraded sound 
and video system installed at the parish. 
At our Parish Council Meeting last week, I spoke to the 
leaders of St. Patrick’s about three areas of concern that we 
need to address for our long-range stability… 

 Updating our Parish Registration Records 
 Publishing a New Parish Directory 
 Addressing our $270,000 Debt 

We came up with a game plan to tackle all three issues. 
Bailey and Mary Jo Boicken are looking at options for a 
parish directory. We will discuss the parish debt next 
month. As for our parish database, we are asking that 
EVERYONE re-register at the parish, starting this 
weekend. 
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Although these projects looks daunting, we can do simple 
things to help get through our struggles. The best thing you 
can do is PRAY!!! If we all are in the right disposition, great 
things can happen. Pew donations certainly have helped. A 
$1,000,000 donation to dedicate a hall would solve a myriad 
of problems.  
 
We have been blessed that good number of souls have 
helped with pew donations that can address our smaller 
issues. One donor has given us enough resources to get the 
St. Patrick organ functional - barely functional but 
functional nevertheless. Once again, this would be a good 
time to remind our folks that if you know of someone who 
can help us with the BIG donations, please make sure that 
the will, estate or direct donation specifically states that the 
donation goes to the church at a specific address for 
whatever specific purpose they desire. For $1,000,000 we 
would be most happy to dedicate our parish hall to 
whomever the donor wishes – this would solve a great deal 
of issues at the parishes we serve!!! 
 
Currently, the projects that need attention are the following 
(obviously these are “wish list” items but the roofs need to 
be addressed). If you can help with any of these projects, 
just remember… 
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It took a while, but we have uploaded all the videos from 
our , which were 
recorded from 1986-2005 in an effort to preserve 

. You can go to 

 Or you can just click the link below to 
access the videos by year (note that we had to remove some 
audio due to copyright issues; if you want the unedited 
videos, please contact the parish office. 
 
This has taken some time – there are many copyright issues 
to address – but we are doing the best we can getting folks 
access to these variety shows. If anyone wishes a copy of 
any particular Variety Show, please send a donation to the 
parish (which at least can cover materials) so that we can 
accommodate you. 
 

St. Patrick's 
Academy Variety Shows 

 
Variety Show Program Guides 1986-2005 

 

 
Variety Show 1986 

Variety Show 1987 

Variety Show 1988 

Variety Show 1989 

Variety Show 1990 

Variety Show 1991 

Variety Show 1992 

Variety Show 1996 

Variety Show 1997 

Variety Show 1998 

Variety Show 1999 

Variety Show 
2000 

Variety Show 2001 
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Variety Show 1993 

Variety Show 1994 

Variety Show 1995 

 

Variety Show 
2002 

Variety Show 
2003 

Variety Show 
2004 

Variety Show 
2005 

 
 

Variety Shows Featuring Gladys & Tyrone 

Variety Shows Highlighting the Children 

 
As I have shared with you, I have asked the 

to consider joining us at St. Patrick’s on 
February 19th for the 4:00 p.m. Mass at St. Patrick’s Church 
and play at an , which the folks at 
Anne’s and Pat’s are most welcome to attend. The Mass and 
dinner is on me – as Greg Bucciarelli from 

 (who played at our Fall Festival) often states, 
“Gratitude is the Attitude.” I very much want you all to 
know how much we all appreciate you and this is our way 
of saying “thanks” for what you do. We will set up RSVP 
forms after the New Year to take a count on how much to 
prepare for the dinner but mark your calendars in 
advance!!! 

 

I also was able to utilize the services of Brian McKee on the 
Bagpipe and at our 

, scheduled for March 19th (4:00 p.m. Mass and 
dinner to follow). As St. Anne’s offers its Novena 
celebrations in July, so we also should honor everything St. 



13

Patrick’s close to his feast day in March! We also will take a 
collection for the St. Anne Food Pantry, as we are 
celebrating this event on St. Joseph Day!!! To view some of 
the music offered by the Galway Girls, you can CLICK 
HERE or CLICK HERE!!! 

 

Parishioner Jean Gibson recently met with me, inviting the 
faithful to experience what is called 

This website offers a great deal 
of information, with a “Virtual Tour” of various places 
around the globe that have encountered Christ in the most 
sacred of ways. This information can be found on our 
website, which you can access if you !!! 
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We continue to offer for those who wish 
to stay at home. If anyone who is homebound wishes to 
receive the sacraments, we can come to you – just contact 
the parish offices for more information. 
 

Note: All Online Masses from the Third Sunday of 
Lent through this weekend’s Mass can be found at 

 or 
 

: 
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: 
For St. Patrick’s Church Bulletin 

(February 5-6, 2022), CLICK HERE!!! 
For St. Anne’s Church Bulletin 

(February 5-6, 2022), CLICK HERE!!! 
For all Parish Bulletins, CLICK HERE!!! 

 

: 
To access all of Fr. Pete’s Homilies, CLICK HERE!!! 

 
  

: Ron Gall, Jean Gibson, 
Mary Tolmer, Carmen Florio, Cynthia Vickery, Joanne 
McCracken, Fr. Dan Hessling and Elizabeth Rademacher. 

: Cathy 
Andruch, Jeanette Bukowski and Jim LaMotte
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CLICK HERE to watch Fr. Pete’s Videos that Walk 
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through the Liturgy, produced for the University of 
Dayton. 

 
CLICK HERE to watch Fr. 
Pete’s Twelve Part Series 
“Stories on the Journey,” 
Broadcast on Shalom 
World TV! 
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Help support our parishes buy purchasing copies of Fr. 
Pete’s Homiletic Books! You can purchase them at the 

parishes or online at Amazon.com! 
Cycle A Homilies - Cycle B Homilies - Cycle C Homilies  
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At St. Patrick’s, we still have to address a debt at St. 
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Patrick’s just under $300,000; we wish to keep up with the 
bills at St. Anne’s as well. We need to keep up with our 

renovations as well. If you can help with a pew donation 
($2,500), help with renovating our gym floor at St. Pat’s 

($15,000), or helping us pave the parking lot at Pat’s 
($70,000), that would be great! For $1,000,000, you can 

have one of our gyms named for a loved one – this one-
time gift would take care of all problems at our parishes 

and would go a long way in preserving what we have for 
generations to come!!!  

  

(815) 472-2864 
119 N. Market St. 
Momence, IL 60954 

Website: www.stpatrickmomence.org 
 

Office Hours: Mon, Wed & Thu 8:00 - 3:00 p.m. 
EMAIL RECTORY 
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This email has been checked for viruses by Avast antivirus software. 
www.avast.com  

 
 

(815) 427-8265 
230 North Sixth Avenue 

St. Anne, IL 60964 
Website: www.stannestanne.org 

 
Office Hours: Mon-Thu 8:00 - 12:00 p.m. 

EMAIL RECTORY 
 


